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• This course introduces sustainability concepts and pays special attention to the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the 17 SDGs. The 2030 Agenda covers social, economic, and environmental aspects and has developed into a powerful 
reference framework for diverse stakeholders at international, national and local level. The course will also pay attention how different 
academic disciplines work with sustainability concepts and present examples how sustainability impacts upon cultural representations 
(for instance in art, literature, etc.). 

• The course is taught in a blended format: it starts with online sessions and ends with a face-to-face phase at the Freie Universität Berlin 
(on campus). Part of the online sessions will be conducted in a flipped classroom format, in which students will become the main actors. 
Students of FU Berlin and UC Madrid will form mixed groups and produce a poster on a sustainability theme or SDG goal. The poster will 
be presented online and/or in a poster exhibition event organised by FU Berlin on July 13, 2022. It should be submitted by July 11, 2022.

• The highlight of the course will be a simulation game (“Global Solutions”) taking place on July 8 and 9 on the campus of FU Berlin. The 
simulation game will address the complexities and interconnectedness of many of the current global challenges. During the simulation 
game participants will identify the disparate interests of different stakeholders and the potential need for trade-offs. They will recognize 
collaboration as an important element in finding and working towards solutions.

• Link to FU Berlin:

• https://www.fu-berlin.de/vv/de/lv/733557?query=kuhn&sm=682080

Course Description

https://www.fu-berlin.de/vv/de/lv/733557?query=kuhn&sm=682080


Course Schedule & Timeframe
April 25 to July 4 online Mondays 10:15 to 11:45

• April 25 Introduction UN SDG 2030 Agenda, 
BK/AL/NG + [30 min for students getting to know each 
other]

• May 9 The 17 SDGs I   BK (AL)
• May 16 Interdisciplinary approaches to sustainability 

(theory and practice) Pillar 1 (see Schedule) AL (BK)
• May 23 The 17 SDGs II BK
• May 30 Interdisciplinary approaches to sustainability 

(theory and practice) (see Schedule) AL (BK)
• June 13 Interdisciplinary approaches to sustainability 

(theory and practice) (see Schedule) + Group formation 
for final presentations and simulation game AL

• After June 13: Q/A sessions Prof. Kuhn & López-
Varela, group work on final multimodal presentations 
(i.e. poster, podcast, video) guided by instructors

• July 4 Intro Simulation Game (PP, BK, AL)

FACE-TO-FACE IN BERLIN 
(Simulation Game)
• July 8 Fr Simulation Game 6 hours
• July 9 Sa Simulation Game 6 hours

JULY 11-12 SUBMISSION OF GROUP 
PROJECT
e.g. choosing one SDG (focus SDG progress or case 
study country, city); sustainability challenges in 
simulation game country; example of cultural 
representation of sustainability

JULY 13 PRESENTATION OF GROUP 
PROJECT  4-7 pm
Total hours: 28
8 online sessions = 12 hours
2 face-to-face sessions (July 8-9) = 12 hours
Q/A sessions  = 4 hours ECTS requirements



Sustainable Development: the cross-over 
concept

4Source:  Johann Dréo (2006), wikipedia (en).



Schedule 
April 25 
and May 9
(BK)

Sustainability Concepts

UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

SDG architecture

SDG Targets

SDG Indicators

SDG Implementation

Examples: SDG 11 and SDG 12
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Moir & Carter 2012, adapted from Seghezzo, 2009

Five Dimensional Model of Sustainability



Diagrammatic Representations
of Sustainability
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Moir & Carter 2012



2030 Agenda: 17 SDGs & Five Ps
2030 Agenda as major global governance achievement (all 
193 UN member states agreed)
• balancing ecolological with social and
economic development

• universal  „one world“ approach
• merging global environmental (Rio process) 

with development agenda (MDG process)
• transformative character
• „leaving no one behind“
• UN steered process-oriented approach: 
169 targets, 232 (244) indicators SDGs 

• reference framework for development
cooperation projects world-wide and far beyond

* coherence with national policies envisaged

People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace & Partnership
These five key political messages (the 5 Ps) in the Preamble are based on an EU proposal



In this course we discuss the 
United Nations‘ 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Developoment
and the 17 SDGs, the 169 
targets and the 230+ indicators. 
We pay special emphasis to 
international organisations
promoting the implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda („custodian 
agencies“) and look at progress 
made in different areas and in 
different countries and regions.  

The UN 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development



Indicators

Meant to monitor and report 
progress
Build-into project planning 
documents
According to project management 
science and good practices, they 
should be SMART: specific, 
measurable, achievable, relevant 
and time-bound. Are they? 
Are they mainly relevant at impact, 
outcomce, output level if considered 
by projects/programmes?



Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
(2000-2015)
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Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Im September 2000 kamen Staats- und Regierungschefs aus 189 Ländern zu dem bis dahin größten Gipfeltreffen der Vereinten Nationen in New York zusammen. Als Ergebnis des Treffens verabschiedeten sie die sogenannte Millenniumserklärung (Generalversammlungsresolution 55/2). Sie beschreibt die Aufgabenstellungen für die internationale Politik im 21. Jahrhundert und definiert vier programmatische, sich wechselseitig beeinflussende Handlungsfelder:
Frieden, Sicherheit und Abrüstung 
Entwicklung und Armutsbekämpfung 
Schutz der gemeinsamen Umwelt 
Menschenrechte, Demokratie und gute Regierungsführung
Diese Erklärung diente einer Arbeitsgruppe aus Vertretern der UNO, der Weltbank, der OECD und mehreren Nichtregierungsorganisationen als Grundlage zur Entwicklung der acht Millenniumsentwicklungsziele (Millennium Development Goals, MDGs). Sie lauten:

MDG 1: Beseitigung der extremen Armut und des Hungers.
MDG 2: Verwirklichung der allgemeinen Primärschulbildung.
MDG 3: Förderung der Gleichheit der Geschlechter und Ermächtigung der Frauen.
MDG 4: Senkung der Kindersterblichkeit.
MDG 5: Verbesserung der Gesundheit von Müttern.
MDG 6: Bekämpfung von HIV/AIDS, Malaria und anderen Krankheiten.
MDG 7: Sicherung der ökologischen Nachhaltigkeit.
MDG 8: Sicherung der ökonomischen Nachhaltigkeit / Globale Partnerschaften. 

Quelle: BMZ




Principles:
Leave no One Behind

Univerality
Shared Resposibility

Leave no One Behind: Leave no one behind! 
It applies equally to very poor and fragile 
states and to disadvantaged people. 

Universality: Each country is called upon to 
define its contributions to the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda, for 
example within the context of national 
planning processes and sustainability 
strategies

Shared responsibility: In addition to 
governments, businesses, civil society 
groups, citizens and researchers must do 
their part.



Principles
Integrated Approach

Accountability

Integrated approaches: The 2030 Agenda attaches 
great importance to ensuring that the social, 
economic and ecological dimensions of 
sustainability go hand-in-hand and are not weighed 
against each other. The integrated approach 
principle also characterises the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Accountability: All countries of the world are called 
upon to report about their efforts and progress at 
national, regional and global level.



Is the 2030 
Agenda 
overtly 
complex?

From criticism (“169 commandments”) and skepticism 
to embracement by diverse stakeholder:
“The UN Sustainable Development Goals 2030 
represent a milestone in efforts to advance global 
development on value-based principles. At their core, 
they postulate a shared vision of sustainable 
existence and co-existence for all human beings” 
(Roland Berger Consultants 2021)
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SDG 
Indicators





SDG Implementation







CHINA



ISRAEL



Examples SDG 11 and SDG 12















Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) is 
defined by UNEP as “the use of services and 
related products, which respond to basic needs 
and bring a better quality of life while minimizing 
the use of natural resources and toxic materials 
as well as the emissions of waste and pollutants 
over the life cycle of the service or product so as 
not to jeopardize the needs of future 
generations” 
It represents a holistic approach that aims to 
decouple economic growth from environmental 
degradation and resource consumption.

It is a sector-crosscutting and innovative SDG that 
addresses both producers and consumers.
It has linkages to other SDGs, e.g.: - 8.4 (improve 
global resource efficiency), - 7.3 (improve energy 
efficiency), - 6.3 and 6.4 (water pollution and 
efficiency), - 11.6 (improve municipal waste 
management)



Source: Presentation of Clarissa Möller, Annemarie Vogelberg, Norina Welteke, Course: PD Dr. Berthold Kuhn, UN 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, FU Berlin, OSI, winter term 2020/2021



• On April 25, students receive an introduction to the 
contents of the course, the methodology and the 
schedule.

• On May 9 and 30, students receive more detailed 
knowledge about the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the 17 SDGs and their relation to Global 
Megatrends from Prof. Kuhn.

• On May 16, May 23 and June 13 Prof. López-Varela 
introduces Flipped classroom activities 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flipped_classroom part of 
a STEAM approach (to be explained to students).

Evaluation for this course includes
a) Three activities to choose from 

https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities
ideally in groups.

b) Final group presentation that can take a multimodal 
format; in other words, it can be a poster, podcast, 
video.

c) Participation in the simulation game (“Global 
Solutions”) to be played on site 8-11 July 2022

Methodological Framework

Image representing complexity and 
intra-inter-relationships among SDGs 
across the world.
From A Guide to  SDG Interactions: 
From Science to Implementation. 
International Council for Science.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flipped_classroom
https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities


Objectives and operational actions



In this class we discuss Pillar 1. Social Progress and Health.
This pillar includes the following SDGs.

• End poverty in all its forms everywhere https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal1
• End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2
• Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages. https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal3 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality

education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4 Achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls. https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal5

• Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal6
• Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal7
• Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11
• Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16

Before May 16
Students have previously explored activities for this pillar in https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities
Activities for Pillar 1 are included in Section 1, Section 5, Section 7, Section 10, and Section 11.

Before the class on May 16, students must explore activities in these sections, choose ONE of the activities, learn a bit about
it (they can choose from a UN report, a video about a well-known activist, a book –fictional or not-, a cell-pone APP to learn
about a particular Project that helps sustainability, etc.). They do the activity individually or in groups. During the class on
May 16 students share their findings with classmates in an informal way (no need for formal presentations)

Schedule May 16 (AL). Flipped Class

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal1
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal3
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal5
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal6
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal7
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16
https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities


Schedule 
May 23 
(BK)

SDGs from the perspective of 
practitioners

Localising SDGs

Sustainable Finance

Megatrends and SDGs



https://www.cusp.ac.uk/about/

Examples how sustainability concepts enter research
and analysis
OECD: Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development
Ensuring whole-of-government coordination to identify 
and mitigate divergences between sectoral priorities and 
policies, including external and domestic policies, and 
promote mutually supporting actions across sectors and 
institutions. To this end, adherents should, as appropriate: 

37

SDG framework is a key reference for development co-operation



The challenge of measuring impact and contributions, what matters
most,  „unintended effects“, „control groups“, „contribution analysis“

38
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SDGs at City level: 
Localizing SDGs



What does “localizing the SDGs” mean?

• “Localizing” is the process of taking into account subnational contexts in 
the achievement of the 2030 Agenda, from the setting of goals and targets, 
to determining the means of implementation and using indicators to 
measure and monitor progress. Localization relates both to how local and 
regional governments can support the achievement of the SDGs through 
action from the bottom up and to how the SDGs can provide a framework 
for local development policy.

• SDG 11, on sustainable cities and human settlements, is the lynchpin of the 
localizing process.

• All of the SDGs have targets directly related to the responsibilities of local 
and regional governments, particularly to their role in delivering basic 
services



Global Goals Municipal Campaign in the 
Netherlands
• About half of the municipalities in the Netherlands participate in the 

campaign: they communicate and raise awareness about the SDGs, 
facilitate the participation of local stakeholders, examine their own 
policies to align them with the SDGs and exchange practices with 
other municipalities both within and outside of the Netherlands. The 
international cooperation agency of the Association of Netherlands 
Municipalities (VNG International) has drawn up a ‘Menu of 
Inspiration’, which provides ideas to municipalities on the actions 
they can take for each of the SDGs. T



ODI Working Paper 432 by Paula Lucci and Alainna Lynch

• How countries manage urbanisation over the next 15 
years will define governments’ ability to achieve most 
of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Our analysis of performance over time (1998–2006) 
for three SDG targets in Mumbai (at city and slum 
settlement levels) suggests the target on access to 
water will be easier to achieve than the sanitation and 
housing targets. 

• However, data limitations at subnational level make it 
difficult to reach definite conclusions on trends over 
time, let alone to project performance through 2030 
for these and other targets

• The SDGs provide an opportunity to set up-to-date 
credible baselines for cities and slums and to make 
historical data (where they exist) more accessible, for 
instance through user-friendly online portals. Having 
such data would highlight areas where progress needs 
to be accelerated or trends reversed, motivating city 
governments and campaigners to act.



Key stakeholders: United Cities and Local
Governments
• UCLG is a global network of cities and local, regional, and metropolitan governments and 

their associations.
• It is representing, defending, and amplifying the voices of local and regional governments 

to leave no-one and no place behind.
• UCLG is an umbrella international organisation for cities, local and regional governments, 

and municipal associations throughout the world that is concerned with representing 
and defending the interests of local governments on the world stage.[2]

• The organization achieved inclusion of Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities into 
Agenda 2030,aggregates best local practices into action plans,[14][15] provides regular 
updates on the progress and proposals to High-level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development. Its day-to-day activities include hosting meetings of mayors and other local 
and regional leaders, running joint projects with partners,[19] organizing international 
peer-to-peer training on local policies and practices,and advocacy for the interests of 
local and regional governments at the UN.[

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_organisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_organisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Cities_and_Local_Governments#cite_note-About-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Cities_and_Local_Governments#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Cities_and_Local_Governments#cite_note-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High-level_Political_Forum_on_Sustainable_Development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Cities_and_Local_Governments#cite_note-19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Policy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Best_practice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advocacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Cities_and_Local_Governments#cite_note-21


All of the SDGs have targets that are 
directly or indirectly related to the 
daily work of local and regional 
governments. Local governments 
should not be seen as mere 
implementers of the agenda. Local 
governments are policy makers, 
catalysts of change and the level of 
government best-placed to link the 
global goals with local communities.



Key stakeholders: C40 alliance

• C40 is a network of mayors of nearly 100 world-leading cities 
collaborating to deliver the urgent action needed right now to 
confront the climate crisis. Together, we can create a future where 
everyone, everywhere can thrive.

• C40 member cities earn their membership through action. C40’s 
most distinguishing feature is that it operates on performance-based 
requirements, not membership fees. C40’s Leadership Standards set 
the minimum requirements for all member cities and ensure the 
integrity of C40 as a network of climate leaders.

• C40 mayors have been at the forefront of climate leadership for over 
15 years, driving the conversation around climate action and 
environmental justice to place these issues front and centre in our 
local policies and on the international agenda.

https://www.c40.org/news/statement-by-the-c40-cities-steering-committee/




Sustainable 
Finance

• The trend of Green and Sustainable Finance has
gained strong traction.

• The term Sustainable Finance (SF) primarily refers to
the integration of Environmental, Social and 
Governance criteria (ESG) in investment decisions. 

• Environmental criteria consider how a company
performs as a steward of nature and contributes to
addressing climate change. 

• Social criteria examine how a company manages
relationships with employees, suppliers, customers, 
and the communities where it operates. 

• Governance deals with a company’s leadership, 
executive pay, audits, internal controls, and 
shareholder rights



Sustainable
Finance (2)

• Furthermore, sustainable finance approaches are
associated with a series of so called “exclusion criteria” 
related to various concerns of business and investment
practices, for example production or trade in 
controversial weapons, production of trade in 
controversial weapons; violation of human rights
resolutions, social and labour standards and animal
welfare; and gambling.

• The EU set up a Sustainable Finance Action Plan in 2018 
and is in the process of completing a 
classification system, the EU Taxonomy on Sustainable
Finance

• UNDP supported the development of a taxonomy for
sustainable finance in China and India which provides for
a classification of SDG related finance and investment
opportunities to banks and investors



Stakholders: Principles of Responsible 
Investment (PRI), UN supported organisation

According to the PRI, the EU taxonomy offers 
myriad benefits to investors. It can help to (a) 
identify investment opportunities which meet a 
high standard of sustainability, (b) construct 
taxonomy-aligned portfolios and monitor their 
impact, (c) strengthen and enable more focused 
dialogue between investors and companies on 
investment impact, and (d) support 
communication between fund managers and 
asset owners, particularly resource-constrained 
asset owners that may struggle to develop deep 
environmental expertise.

Source: PRI 2020: Using the EU Taxonomy. 
https://www.unpri.org/sustainable-markets/eu-sustainable-finance-
taxonomy, accessed 10.04.2020 

https://www.unpri.org/sustainable-markets/eu-sustainable-finance-taxonomy


(6) Global 
Megatrends 
and 
International 
Cooperation



Global Perspectives on Megatrends (recommended book)

• https://cup.columbia.edu/book/global-perspectives-on-megatrends/9783838215631#

https://cup.columbia.edu/book/global-perspectives-on-megatrends/9783838215631


Megatrends
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Think Tanks
Pennsylvania University Index

55
University of Pennsylvania 2020. Global Go To Think Tank Index Report.  



12 Megatrends

• Climate Action and 
Sustainability 

• Digitalization
• Inequality
• Demography;
• Urbanization and Smart 

Cities
• Health and Nutrition
• Green Economy

• Sustainable Finance
• Multipolar World Order and 

the Future of Multilateralism;
• Democracy and Governance 

Innovations
• Civilizational Developments: 

Diversity, Individualization 
and Loneliness, Gender Shift, 
and Identity Politics

• Migration



Climate Action and Sustainability
• A broadening and deepening of this trend in the next decade goes 

without saying. 
• Awareness of climate change will continue to grow and spread 

quickly in almost all countries and regions.
• Emissions trading will expand and become a major incentive for 

companies to cut emissions. 
• The pressure on political leaders to arrive at far-reaching global 

agreements under the auspices of the United Nations will grow, but 
negotiations between states at climate summits will remain difficult, 
mainly because of the diversity of structural challenges in countries 
and regions, and issues related to claims for financial compensation 
for losses attributed to climate change in the most vulnerable 
countries. 



Green Economy

• Multinational companies will ride the trend and 
political leaders will present green economics as a 
viable alternative to growth-driven economic strategies. 

• Fundamental opposition to green growth, however, 
will continue to shape discourses, especially in social 
science and among activists, and a compromise will 
have to be reached.



Sustainable Finance
• The process of mainstreaming sustainable finance will gain

further traction in the context of the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agenda. 

• We shall see increasing regulatory efforts to make capital
markets work for sustainability transformations of industries. 

• Sustainable finance will also make substantial contributions to
stabilizing financial markets, though we shall see fluctuations
and further differentiation of indicators related to market
capitalization across sectors.

• Greenwashing will remain an issue, but consumers are more
likely to see through and punish such practices.



Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 
sustainable agriculture

Research project: Food4Future, FU Berlin & 
partners
• How can we ensure healthy and sufficient nutrition for future 

generations? Are salt tolerant plants, macro algae, crickets or 
jellyfish alternatives to traditional food sources? And how can we 
include urban spaces in food production chains?

• The joint project food4future (f4f), funded by the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research within the funding line Agricultural Systems 
of the Future explores radical innovations to ensure sustainable and 
healthy food supply.

• In food4future, we conduct sociological and anthropological studies 
and focus on different extreme future scenarios. These help us 
identifying possible challenges of future food security and 
subsequently drive innovations.

• https://www.food4future.de/en/home
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https://www.food4future.de/en/home


In this class we discuss Pillar 2. Economic growth and Circular bio-economy
The UN Conference on Trade and Development defined circular economy as
“a market that gives incentives to reusing products, rather than scrapping them and then extracting new resources ”. Bio-
economy has roots in biological production, decarbonized economy, no longer relying on fossil sources, and the use 
renewable power energy. SDGs in this pillar include the following:

• Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment, and decent work for all
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal8

• Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation, and foster innovation. https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal9
• Reduce inequalities https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal10
• Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12

Before May 30
Students have previously explored activities for this pillar in https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities
Activities for Pillar 2 are included in Section 1, Section 7, Section 8 and Section 11.

Before the class on May 30, students must explore activities in these sections, choose ONE of the activities, learn a bit about
it (they can choose from a UN report, a video about a well-known activist, a book –fictional or not-, a cell-pone APP to learn
about a particular Project that helps sustainability, etc. They do the activity individually or in groups. During the class on
May 30 students share their findings with classmates in an informal way (no need for formal presentations)

Schedule May 30. Flipped Class

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal8
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal9
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal10
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12
https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities


In this class we discuss Pillar 3. Climate change, life under water and life on land
This pillar addresses SDG 13 which sets targets on SDGs 13,14 and 15:

• Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts (taking note of agreements made by the UNFCCC forum) 
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13

• Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development.
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal14

• Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification and 
halt and reverse land degradation, and halt biodiversity loss https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal15

Before June 13
Students have previously explored activities for this pillar in https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities
Activities for Pillar 2 are included in Section 2, Section 3, Section 4 and Section 9.

Before the class on June 13, students must explore activities in these sections, choose ONE of the activities, learn a
bit about it (they can choose from a UN report, a video about a well-known activist, a book –fictional or not-, a cell-
pone APP to learn about a particular Project that helps sustainability, etc. They do the activity individually or in
groups. During the class on June 13 students share their findings with classmates in an informal way (no need for
formal presentations)

Schedule June 13 (AL). Flipped Class

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal14
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal15
https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities


Q/A sessions with Prof. Kuhn & Prof. López-Varela

Students work together in groups to create their final project. This can take a 
multimodal format; in other words, it can be a poster/infographic, podcast, 
video. 

Groups will include 2 students from Freie and 2 students from Madrid. 

Prof. Kuhn & Prof. López-Varela will supervise 3 groups each. Groups 
should work on one SDG as explained in the next slide. Ideally different 
SDGs are covered by the 6 groups.

A bottom-up approach is crucial, starting with  the physical/perceptual 
/material object level moving  to the network where it functions, focusing on 
the relations within the system and  unravelling dynamics between objects 
and system levels (distributed environment; intra and inter –semiotic-
relations between things).  Finally, the system level,  allows for a sort of 
integrated configuration, regulating intensive interdisciplinary co-creation. 

After June 13



Final Project
Group work
SDG 
Implementation

• Student select one SDG and present key 
stakeholders, implementation strategies, 
progress and challenges with a case 
study, e.g. focusing on the role of a 
custodian agency, another stakeholder 
(e.g. NGO), a country/region, or a city for 
their presentation (infographic, podcast 
or video)

• Presentation of projects will take place 
July 13, 4-7 pm in Berlin. Students from 
Complutense will join online.



poster examples of ABV Course on Climate Action in Cities, FU Berlin, winter term 2019/2020



Participant students from Freie Universität and from 
Complutense Madrid meet face-to-face to play the game 
“Global Solutions”

https://www.planpolitik.de/english/

This simulation game addresses the complexities and 
interconnectedness of many of the current global 
challenges. 

During the simulation game participants will identify the 
disparate interests of different stakeholders and the 
potential need for trade-offs. 

They will recognize collaboration as an important 
element in finding and working towards solutions.

Soft skills to be learnt in the process include >>>>

• July 4. Online Introduction
• July 8-11 . Face-to-Face Interaction@Freie U.

 

https://www.planpolitik.de/english/


Example for final poster/infographic (in German). More instructions to follow



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1y9rGrzkwq5h_Lakjpz
X_1St7MeKFOn82FPiNtIjsYTE/edit?pli=1#slide=id.g125c213549
2_10_0

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1y9rGrzkwq5h_LakjpzX_1St7MeKFOn82FPiNtIjsYTE/edit?pli=1#slide=id.g125c2135492_10_0


Objectives:
 Explore communication behavior in a group and to get to know each other.
 Promote self-awareness, conveying individual experiences, skills, personality and so on, to the group. 
 Bring awareness to areas in need of improvement.
 Share individual motivations/priorities > according to the wheel of life>>>>

• Give 3 to 5 adjectives to describe yourself?
• What would you really love to do? What makes you happy?
• Make a list of personal skills you have. 
• Have you participated in non-formal volunteering activities? 
• Ambition: Where do you see yourself in 5 years?
• Values: what do you bring to the group? Demonstrate what your values are: your enthusiasm, your 

personal qualities (are you driven or willing to learn...?)
• Think about activities that you have done and try to list transferable (soft) skills you have gained. 



How can You contribute to the
SDG you have selected in your
project?

I see
something

that is
wrong

I find
others

who agree
that

something
is wrong

We
organize a 
group to 

act to 
change
what’s
wrong

We meet
and 

exchange
ideas and 

make
plans for

our vision
of change

We do 
some

research
and 

analysis of 
the

findings

We define 
the

problema 
together

We
formulate

an
hypothesis
for change

We make
a plan and 

set 
indicators

to 
evaluate it

We take
and 

implemen
t action

We
evaluate

the results
of the
action

We
analyse
the level

of change
achieved.

We tell
others

about the
positive 

change so 
that they

can 
replicate it

or be 
inspired
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