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PROGRAMME: NATIONALISMS IN SPAIN (1808-2020) 

 

Class credits: 

Online credits:  6.0 

Term: First 

Master: Nationalism Studies 

Academic Course: 2023-2024 

 

Lecturer: Nigel Townson. 

Office 2603, 2nd floor. 

Tel.: 91 394 2789. 

 

Tutorials: 

Any doubts or questions regarding the subject can be resolved either in class or by 

means of a tutorial, which can be requested via email: ntownson@cps.ucm.es 

Tutorial session: Mondays 17.00.-18.00. 

 

Campus Virtual: 

All the materials for the course will be made available via Moodle. You will need an 

UCM email to access the Campus Virtual. 

 

SUMMARY: The objective of this course is to unpack the origins, development and 

impact not only of Spanish nationalism, but also of the various regional movements, 

above all Basque and Catalan nationalism. These variegated strands will be analysed not 

in isolation, but in terms of their interactions, especially the ways in which they have 

shaped one another. Also emphasised are the evolving features within each national 

movement, the differences within each of them, and the key question as to whether they 

can be considered as exceptional within the European context.  

ABSTRACT: Reconstructing and analysing Spanish nationalism and the regional 

nationalisms from their origins to the present.  

 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES: 

mailto:ntownson@cps.ucm.es
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The classes will combine formal lectures with group discussions of readings and texts, 

individual presentations by students, and the analysis of films, documentaries, and other 

representations of nationalism. The students will also be required to undertake a 3,000 

word research project on an aspect of nationalism.  

Each student will present at least one assessment of a text, documentary or film, which 

will then form the basis for a group discussion. Each student will also give a 

presentation of their research project. 

 

SUBJECT ASSESSMENT: 

1. Attendance and Participation: 20%.  

2. Presentations and research project: 40%. The research project will not exceed 

3,000 words, including notes and bibliographical references. The guidelines for 

the project are available on the Campus Virtual. 

3. Final Test: 40% of the final mark. The pass mark is 5 out of 10. If you do not 

pass the final test, you cannot pass the subject. The final test will consist of an 

essay in answer to one of three questions about the themes studied and an essay in 

answer to one of three questions about the readings.  

 

Students who fail the subject will have the opportunity to resubmit their work. Their 

marks for attendance/participation and the presentations/research project will be 

retained, if any. The criteria by which a piece of work will be judged are the following: 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Organisation & coherence of answer 

Balance & coverage of the different parts of the 

question 

Grasp of relevant ideas/concepts 

Breadth of relevant reading 

Analysis: evidence of critical ability 

Effective use of examples to illustrate and justify 

the thesis 

Referencing and bibliography 
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THEMES:  

1) Introduction: Debating Spain’s Nationalisms 

Was Spain exceptional? The debate over Spain’s ‘weak’ nationalization. The 

relationship between Spanish nationalism and the regional variants. Political and 

cultural nationalism. Historical memories. Spain compared. 

2) The Origins of Spanish Nationalism 

‘Iberia’ and ‘Hispania’: early identities? The Habsburg Empire. Nation or monarchy? 

United kingdom or dynastic confederation? The impact of the Enlightenment.  

3) The National Awakening 

National Identity at the outset of the nineteenth century. The War of Independence. The 

Cortes of Cádiz. The Constitution of 1812. A liberal project. A nation on the march.  

4) The Nineteenth Century 

Monarchist reaction. The liberal triumph. The achievements and limitations of Spanish 

nation-building under the liberals. National myths: history, art and politics. Civil and 

colonial wars. The Sexenio of 1868-74: competing symbols and visions.  

5) The Restoration 

A conservative paradigm. The founding father: Ménendez y Pelayo. The emergence of 

Basque nationalism. 1898, Regeneration and the rise of Catalan nationalism. The 

endurance of local identities. The First World War and the autonomy campaigns. The 

new Spanish nationalism. Unresolved identities.  

6) The Primo de Rivera Dictatorship 

The nationalization of the masses. Theory and practise. The roles of the Patriotic Union 

and the Catholic Church. The allure of hispanoamericanism. The exhibitions of 

Barcelona and Seville: the pueblo español.  

7) The Second Republic  

The nationalisms of the Constitution of 1931. The celebration of citizenship. The 

Catalan and Basque statutes. Other claims. The imperial vision of the right. 

8) The Civil War  

A showdown between the ‘Two Spains’? The insurgents’ appropriation of the nation. 

The republican dilemma: nation or internationalism? The Judeo-Communist-Masonic 

plot and the Anti-Spain. The advance of the regional nationalisms within the Republic.  

9) The Franco Experiment  

The dictator’s template: Raza. Fascism, National Catholicism and Hispanism. 

Celebrations, monuments, fiestas, and instruction in the ‘National Spirit’. The 

suppression of the regional nationalisms. The debate on the ‘essence’ of Spain amongst 

the exiles. ETA and the ascendancy of Basque nationalism. The Catalan cultural revival. 

The limits to Francoist nation-building.  
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10) The Transition 

The backlash against authoritarian centralism. The Constitution of 1978 and the state of 

the autonomies. The rapid spread of regional autonomy. The threat of Basque terrorism. 

The Catalan alternative.   

11) Democracy 

The flowering of the autonomous communities and the consolidation of regional 

identities. The intransigence of radical Basque nationalism. 1992: presenting Spain to 

the world. A new Spanish nationalism: the role of sport and the monarchy. Regional 

movements as the arbiters of Spanish national politics. The rise of Catalan separatism 

and the crisis of state. Spain today: a multinational nation? The way forward. 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY:  

 

GENERAL WORKS: 

Álvarez Junco, José, Spanish Identity in the Age of Nations (Manchester: Manchester 

University Press, 2011). 

Álvarez Junco, José and Shubert, Adrian (ed), Spanish History since 1808 (London: 

Arnold, 2000). 

Balcells, Albert, Catalan nationalism. Past and Present (London: Macmillan, 1995). 

Balfour, Sebastian, (ed.), The Politics of Contemporary Spain, (London: Routledge 

2005). 

Augisteijn, Joost and Storm, Eric (eds.), Region and State in 19th Century Europe: 

Nation-Building, Regional Identities and Separatism (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 

2012). 

Balfour, Sebastian and Quiroga, Alejandro, The Reinvention of Spain: Nation and 

Identity since Democracy (Oxford: OUP, 2007). 

Beswick, Jaine E. Nationalism in Spain. Language use and Ethnic Identity in Galicia. 

(Multilingual Matters, 2007). 

Beramendi, Justo; Maíz, Ramón and  Núñez, Xosé M (eds), Nationalism in Europe. 

Past and Present  (Santiago: Universidade de Santiago de Compostela, 1994), 2 vols. 

Boyd, Carolyn P., Historia Patria. Politics, History, and National Identity in Spain, 

1875-1975 (New Jersey: Princeton Unversity Press, 1997). 

Colley, Linda, Britons: Forging the Nation 1707-1837, 2nd edition (New Haven and 

London: Yale University Press, 2005). 



 5 

Conversi, Daniele, The Basques, the Catalans, and Spain. Alternative Routes to 

Nationalists Mobilisation (London: Hurst, 1997). 

 Conversi, Daniele, ‘The smooth transition: Spain’s 1978 Constitution and the 

Nationalities Question’, in National Identities 4/3 (2002), 223-44.  

Diez Medrano, Juan, Divided Nations. Class, Politics and nationalism in the Basque 

Country and Catalonia (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1995) 

Fox, Inman E., “Spain as Castile: Nationalism and national identity” in David T. Giles 

(ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Modern Spanish Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1999), 21-36. 

Graham, Helen and Labanyi, Jo (eds.), Spanish Cultural Studies (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1995). 

Greenfeld, Liah, Nationalism: five roads to modernity (Cambridge Mass: Harvard, 

1992). 

Guibernau, Montserrat, Catalan Nationalism. Francoism, Transition and Democracy 

(London: Routledge, 2004). 

Guibernau, Montserrat, ‘National identity, devolution and secession in Canada, Britain 

and Spain’, Nations and Nationalism, 12 (1) 2006, 51-76. 

Jordan, Barry and Morgan, Rikki (eds.), 'Contemporary Spanish Cultural Studies', 

(London: Arnold, 1999), 223-231. 

Hamilton, Carrie, ‘Re-membering the Basque Nationalist Family: Daughters, Fathers 

and the Reproduction of the Radical nationalist Community’, Journal of Spanish 

Cultural Studies, vol. 1, 2 (Autumn 2000), pp. 153-171. 

Heiberg, Marianne, The Making of the Basque Nation (Cambridge and New York: CUP, 

1989) 

Hobsbawm, Eric J. and Ranger, Terence (eds.), The Invention of Tradition (Cambridge: 

CUP, 1983). 

Hobsbawm, Eric J., Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Programme,Myth, Reality 

(Cambridge: CUP, 1990). 

Mar-Molinero, Clare and Smith, Angel (eds.), Nationalism and the Nation in the 

Iberian Peninsula. Competing and Conflicting Identities (Oxford: Berg, 1996). 

Mees, Ludger, Nationalism, Violence and Democracy. The Basque Clash of Identities 

(London: Palgrave, 2003). 



 6 

Muro, Diego, Ethnicity and Violence. The Case of Radical Basque Nationalism (Londo: 

Routledge: 2007). 

Núñez Seixas, Xosé Manoel, Historiographical Approaches to Nationalism in Spain. 

(Saarbrücken/ Fort Lauderdale: Breintenbach, 1993). 

Shubert, Adrian, and Álvarez Junco, José (eds.), The History of Modern Spain: 

Chronologies, Themes, Individuals (London: Bloomsbury, 2018). 

Townson, Nigel (ed.), Is Spain Different? A Comparative Look at the 19th and 20th 

Centuries (Brighton, Sussex Academic Press, 2015). 

Townson, Nigel, The Penguin History of Modern Spain, 1898 to the Present (London, 

Allen Lane, 2023). 

Ucelay da Cal, Enric, ‘The nationalisms of the periphery: Culture and Politics in the 

Construction of National Identity’, in Helen Graham and Jo Labanyi (eds.), Spanish 

Cultural Studies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), 32-39. 

Vincent, Mary, ‘Nation and State in Twentieth Century Spain’, Contemporary 

European History, Vol. 8, 3, (1999), pp. 473-485. 

Weber, Eugen, Peasant into Frenchmen. Modernization of Rural France, 1870-1914 

(Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 1976). 

 

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY AND RESTORATION: 

Diez Medrano, Juan, “Patterns of development and nationalism: Basque and Catalan 

nationalism before the Civil War”, Theory and Society, vol. 18, n. 4, (1994), 541-569. 

Fusi, Juan Pablo, ‘Centre and Periphery 1900-1936: National Integration and Regional 

Nationalism Reconsidered’, in Lannon, Frances and Preston, Paul (eds.), Élites and 

Power in Twentieth-Century Spain. Essays in Honour of Sir Raymond Carr (Oxford: 

Claredon Press, 1990), 33-44. 

Romero Salvadó, Francisco and Smith, Angel (eds.), The Agony of Spanish Liberalism: 

From Revolution to Dictatorship, 1913-1923 (Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 2010). 

Young, Clinton, Music Theatre and Popular Nationalism in Spain, 1890-1930 (New 

Orleans, Louisiana State University Press, 2015).  

 

THE PRIMO DE RIVERA DICTATORSHIP: 

Ben-Ami, Shlomo, Fascism from above: the dictatorship of Primo de Rivera in Spain 

1923-1930 (Oxford: Clarendon, 1983). 

javascript:open_window(%22http://128.240.40.80:80/F/GURN3GU85TSJD2NDF884VMS3R861GTU77MH3SVR92R5KLMDPE6-05289?func=service&doc_number=000104318&line_number=0012&service_type=TAG%22);


 7 

Quiroga, Alejandro, Making Spaniards: Primo de Rivera and the Nationalization of the 

Masses, 1923-1930 (Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). 

 

THE SECOND REPUBLIC AND CIVIL WAR: 

Ealham, Chris and Richards, Michael (eds), The Splintering of Spain: Cultural History 

and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-39 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005). 

Holguin, Sandie, Creating Spaniards: Culture and National Identity in Republican 

Spain (Madison, University of Wisconsin Press, 2002). 

Núñez Seixas, Xosé Manoel, ‘Nations in arms against the invader: On nationalist 

discourses during the Spanish Civil War’, in Chris Ealham and Michael Richards (eds), 

The Splintering of Spain: Cultural History and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-39 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 45-67. 

Ucelay da Cal, Enric, “Catalan Populism in the Spanish Civil War”, in Chris Ealham 

and Michael Richards (eds), The Splintering of Spain: Cultural History and the Spanish 

Civil War, 1936-39 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 93-110. 

 

THE FRANCO DICTATORSHIP: 

Clark, Robert, P., The Basque Insurgents: ETA, 1952-1980 (Madison: University of 

Wisconsin, 1984). 

Sullivan, John, ETA and Basque nationalism: The Fight for Euzkadi (London: 

Routledge, 1988) 

THE TRANSITION AND DEMOCRACY: 

Núñez Seixas, Xosé Manoel, “The reawakening of peripheral nationalisms and the new 

political system”, in José Álvarez Junco and Adrian Shubert (ed), Spanish History since 

1808 (London: Arnold, 2000), 315-330. 

Núñez Seixas, Xosé Manoel, ‘From National-Catholic nostalgia to constitutional 

patriotism: conservative Spanish nationalism since the early 1990s’, in Balfour, 

Sebastian (ed.), The Politics of Contemporary Spain (London: Routledge 2005), 121-

145. 

Núñez-Seixas, Xosé Manuel, ‘What is Spanish nationalism today? From legitimacy 

crisis to unfulfilled renovation (1975-2000)’ Ethnic and Racial Studies, 24/5 (2001c), 

719-752. 



 8 

Woodworth, Paddy, Dirty War Clean Hands: ETA, the GAL and Spanish democracy 

(London: Yale University Press, 2005). 

 

 

 

 

 

 


