The Telegraph (s

News Sport Business Opinion Ukraine Money Life Style Travel Culture Puzzles

(-

-
- -
- F - -
P ,":! -
r -
-

2 - g ..
e 4

!'_—‘-:" X :: Fe

66 REVIEW

How Spain veered from Franco’s fist to Catalan insurrection
% Sk k Kk 5/5

A masterful new history by Nigel Townson brings refreshing objectivity to a national story too often
drenched in partisan mud-slinging

By Simon Heffer
28 March 2023 - 6:00am
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he historiography of 20th-century Spain is, inevitably, dominated by its civil war, an event that
l seems to send some professional historians into paroxysms of hysteria and, as a result, to
produce accounts of the period that are romantic (in the worst sense of the world) and deeply
partisan.

One of the many delights and surprises, then, of Nigel Townson’s magnificent record of Spanish
history during the 20th century - or, more precisely, from the “disaster” of 1898, when the country
ceased to be an imperial power with the loss of the Philippines and Cuba, to the present realities of
post-pandemic Spain - is that he brings an objectivity to the story of Spain’s journey to dictatorship
that is as refreshing as it is intelligent. The same applies to his description of the 36 years of Francisco

Franco’s rule, and then to the remarkable way in which Spain made the transition from that to being

remarkably like every other Western European country.

Townson, who teaches at a university in Madrid and whom this book confirms as a leading historian
of the country, draws heavily on modern Spanish-language histories and on the testimonies of a wide
cross-section of Spanish society. For all the horrors of the civil war, it becomes apparent how lucky
the Spanish were to avoid involvement in the two world wars. As Townson illustrates, however, many
of the difficulties in achieving an objective appraisal of Franco and the country he ruled stem from the
difference between the neutrality of 1914-18 and what the Spanish called the “non-belligerence” of
1939-45 — which Sir Samuel Hoare, the British ambassador to Madrid, said “by no stretch of the
imagination” could be considered the same thing. Franco irreparably harmed his and his regime’s
reputation by doing favours for the Germans, such as allowing their submarines to be repaired in his
dockyards and their spies to operate freely, but he was too intelligent to contemplate entering the war
on Hitler’s side.

The Telegraph

Did you know you have a bonus
subscription? Gift yours today

Find out how —

Franco was assisted in his victory in the civil war by Axis troops from Italy and German bombers
proving their point at Guernica. He made the mistake of meeting Hitler at Hendaye in November 1940
and asking him to secure some French territory for Spain, at a time when Hitler had Vichy exactly


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cg4vPldkiZMHxN72EmLAP3qG0iAfK4I_fb6i-p73eEMyUup3MMRABIPqMnR1g1QWgAavVtLsCyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTVAk_QowuOYghCuf3RSGxigH4JwgbwmCsezvzDcGVORJoaZII8bgmVwamTJhD7FMJOlxPb_JDNJMH_9gAvy3BeJyWhgyyHtjPbEJkbzAp81_Bb3frlJY3UW5sCfR1hSWYnDaU_-lCgOyZm-g4b6SUrOkKtJn8Txk1F2uMtXzcUGZyuebj5YVpIVsf8backkPOwShBDGef3GxS9ceRtj8eFxDxIuEYLAgG00hTdbnED4c2aOSDg7qvWQeladrobkq2Sj7vhDU7qXYGombZD3jW34GjzvehkomXaT7t9fgn5vkWiyhdsTbXs7BZSNMDrENCL9PUeyZ6vRfDdaSn2ZeXrhWCLfXnesrQUdeF8doqYZ4H1cykr1LaQLkACz_-b39NMmaZnp3im43_VkpMyYommBskLqNSVzVCx0ou_N58XGTlRpSXPw1d_9eRhHBUDdvfQ8HUFh0oOwATe9eSdxwPgBAGQBgGgBjeAB7GS9sYCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIGgiAgIAQEAIYHTIEoICAAjoJn9CDgICAhAgQsQnA2guBwEdHtYAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUBtAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSVQDUE5ymAz7eXBC-15FxsF8IxD4z8jaMdfC9rXFKMqSb3ONv4IwJEy09EGWkS2-6-BV4SzxXGFcF45Aq2u0FWvXrXrm6F3QDkM8OqnLkDcov88m2Qe4YAQ&sig=AOD64_1uRR2qQlJZHjmlz8sImvvVdxCIzg&client=ca-pub-5041804953714966&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=9&adurl=https://www.globalization-partners.com/resources/ebook-your-global-compliance-playbook-onboarding-best-practices/%3Futm_source%3DAdwords%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DDisplay_%7C_Spain_-_HR_%5Ben%5D%26utm_term%3D%26network%3Dd%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwoIqhBhAGEiwArXT7K3pNVPzduFvuEqPczZi2-YmSSGJolXZjWkpNyll2ZLOJ5WKGB4kK5BoCbDoQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cg4vPldkiZMHxN72EmLAP3qG0iAfK4I_fb6i-p73eEMyUup3MMRABIPqMnR1g1QWgAavVtLsCyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTVAk_QowuOYghCuf3RSGxigH4JwgbwmCsezvzDcGVORJoaZII8bgmVwamTJhD7FMJOlxPb_JDNJMH_9gAvy3BeJyWhgyyHtjPbEJkbzAp81_Bb3frlJY3UW5sCfR1hSWYnDaU_-lCgOyZm-g4b6SUrOkKtJn8Txk1F2uMtXzcUGZyuebj5YVpIVsf8backkPOwShBDGef3GxS9ceRtj8eFxDxIuEYLAgG00hTdbnED4c2aOSDg7qvWQeladrobkq2Sj7vhDU7qXYGombZD3jW34GjzvehkomXaT7t9fgn5vkWiyhdsTbXs7BZSNMDrENCL9PUeyZ6vRfDdaSn2ZeXrhWCLfXnesrQUdeF8doqYZ4H1cykr1LaQLkACz_-b39NMmaZnp3im43_VkpMyYommBskLqNSVzVCx0ou_N58XGTlRpSXPw1d_9eRhHBUDdvfQ8HUFh0oOwATe9eSdxwPgBAGQBgGgBjeAB7GS9sYCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIGgiAgIAQEAIYHTIEoICAAjoJn9CDgICAhAgQsQnA2guBwEdHtYAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUBtAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSVQDUE5ymAz7eXBC-15FxsF8IxD4z8jaMdfC9rXFKMqSb3ONv4IwJEy09EGWkS2-6-BV4SzxXGFcF45Aq2u0FWvXrXrm6F3QDkM8OqnLkDcov88m2Qe4YAQ&sig=AOD64_1uRR2qQlJZHjmlz8sImvvVdxCIzg&client=ca-pub-5041804953714966&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=0&adurl=https://www.globalization-partners.com/resources/ebook-your-global-compliance-playbook-onboarding-best-practices/%3Futm_source%3DAdwords%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DDisplay_%7C_Spain_-_HR_%5Ben%5D%26utm_term%3D%26network%3Dd%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwoIqhBhAGEiwArXT7K3pNVPzduFvuEqPczZi2-YmSSGJolXZjWkpNyll2ZLOJ5WKGB4kK5BoCbDoQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cg4vPldkiZMHxN72EmLAP3qG0iAfK4I_fb6i-p73eEMyUup3MMRABIPqMnR1g1QWgAavVtLsCyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTVAk_QowuOYghCuf3RSGxigH4JwgbwmCsezvzDcGVORJoaZII8bgmVwamTJhD7FMJOlxPb_JDNJMH_9gAvy3BeJyWhgyyHtjPbEJkbzAp81_Bb3frlJY3UW5sCfR1hSWYnDaU_-lCgOyZm-g4b6SUrOkKtJn8Txk1F2uMtXzcUGZyuebj5YVpIVsf8backkPOwShBDGef3GxS9ceRtj8eFxDxIuEYLAgG00hTdbnED4c2aOSDg7qvWQeladrobkq2Sj7vhDU7qXYGombZD3jW34GjzvehkomXaT7t9fgn5vkWiyhdsTbXs7BZSNMDrENCL9PUeyZ6vRfDdaSn2ZeXrhWCLfXnesrQUdeF8doqYZ4H1cykr1LaQLkACz_-b39NMmaZnp3im43_VkpMyYommBskLqNSVzVCx0ou_N58XGTlRpSXPw1d_9eRhHBUDdvfQ8HUFh0oOwATe9eSdxwPgBAGQBgGgBjeAB7GS9sYCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIGgiAgIAQEAIYHTIEoICAAjoJn9CDgICAhAgQsQnA2guBwEdHtYAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUBtAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSVQDUE5ymAz7eXBC-15FxsF8IxD4z8jaMdfC9rXFKMqSb3ONv4IwJEy09EGWkS2-6-BV4SzxXGFcF45Aq2u0FWvXrXrm6F3QDkM8OqnLkDcov88m2Qe4YAQ&sig=AOD64_1uRR2qQlJZHjmlz8sImvvVdxCIzg&client=ca-pub-5041804953714966&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=7&adurl=https://www.globalization-partners.com/resources/ebook-your-global-compliance-playbook-onboarding-best-practices/%3Futm_source%3DAdwords%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DDisplay_%7C_Spain_-_HR_%5Ben%5D%26utm_term%3D%26network%3Dd%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwoIqhBhAGEiwArXT7K3pNVPzduFvuEqPczZi2-YmSSGJolXZjWkpNyll2ZLOJ5WKGB4kK5BoCbDoQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cg4vPldkiZMHxN72EmLAP3qG0iAfK4I_fb6i-p73eEMyUup3MMRABIPqMnR1g1QWgAavVtLsCyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTVAk_QowuOYghCuf3RSGxigH4JwgbwmCsezvzDcGVORJoaZII8bgmVwamTJhD7FMJOlxPb_JDNJMH_9gAvy3BeJyWhgyyHtjPbEJkbzAp81_Bb3frlJY3UW5sCfR1hSWYnDaU_-lCgOyZm-g4b6SUrOkKtJn8Txk1F2uMtXzcUGZyuebj5YVpIVsf8backkPOwShBDGef3GxS9ceRtj8eFxDxIuEYLAgG00hTdbnED4c2aOSDg7qvWQeladrobkq2Sj7vhDU7qXYGombZD3jW34GjzvehkomXaT7t9fgn5vkWiyhdsTbXs7BZSNMDrENCL9PUeyZ6vRfDdaSn2ZeXrhWCLfXnesrQUdeF8doqYZ4H1cykr1LaQLkACz_-b39NMmaZnp3im43_VkpMyYommBskLqNSVzVCx0ou_N58XGTlRpSXPw1d_9eRhHBUDdvfQ8HUFh0oOwATe9eSdxwPgBAGQBgGgBjeAB7GS9sYCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIGgiAgIAQEAIYHTIEoICAAjoJn9CDgICAhAgQsQnA2guBwEdHtYAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUBtAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSVQDUE5ymAz7eXBC-15FxsF8IxD4z8jaMdfC9rXFKMqSb3ONv4IwJEy09EGWkS2-6-BV4SzxXGFcF45Aq2u0FWvXrXrm6F3QDkM8OqnLkDcov88m2Qe4YAQ&sig=AOD64_1uRR2qQlJZHjmlz8sImvvVdxCIzg&client=ca-pub-5041804953714966&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=1&adurl=https://www.globalization-partners.com/resources/ebook-your-global-compliance-playbook-onboarding-best-practices/%3Futm_source%3DAdwords%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DDisplay_%7C_Spain_-_HR_%5Ben%5D%26utm_term%3D%26network%3Dd%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwoIqhBhAGEiwArXT7K3pNVPzduFvuEqPczZi2-YmSSGJolXZjWkpNyll2ZLOJ5WKGB4kK5BoCbDoQAvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AZhb-cATYqmiwoSBbbJPzBcmCKvuZhW1wNUmira2nqaKsfl5SZzuevw4YMDB-tmYbgQwOqGtn_1cWbs3w-nqF3_j83hH2H0hEDWclkoxncDTGfKCu1DFEkJoEVtKNNj49lKpyVFUXoaeNBGxYJ8eZIQKwTSXek6WkW7Jl-MymY89XNBmRg4Ok2_6I55rf35k4FmCY61lUPPt9BAYRx1IA4FDsGysGEGLm6nSQXTDk6_9dcLDBTroWDXoWZp-omvdymn4lb1cFkbaLVQQgmdtbaVH7aZvysNbYu3sVs562N0rUxl7z_Qtc-oVf0gnJN68dCulDZhKcVE9yZxdw3qfGTnO5PE4GPYWRJ15ldvVJrrqVh1fv-_ZIVKjC8LoQb40SzpVCNnYke7mabrcjtm8JX9-nomi4jvlrQBfDglslnGcew6qpd_xOOh7AQwoKHWxzSTntUVrXV9VWfyQehBdch2wC1G4DEseDqySoNgdW-y9LREb2PkbygsRy3DEjFcurZUpYh0IxLq6NitvYv56gYZs9oDiqh91s7AIRvOBeBZSDx-v018471ui03Olsbzx0G239-O26So8zaVbIGwR1P3xEdRUhtL_iyLGYHX2SF0fBjvAuAoBUwZas0ddn2MKpj87lzUukBhZSqSRvgrSmdivqDMVcirg2jsTO24uYVMuqIveLxT8QymX6BJTIBXdYZjDJZwStduQwysycZ0vEl08YEh8IJnMkLl1f4cIfRUV6gO79DVX5isP5bSA-FP5iqc7Gs1mKrXCB4uVwdz7F5YyIzwf4iy-sJKfEsSm4qQ7DtokKNBXuHMzaNiGIIm6doYVBa8iZbPbFMi4vT6fsU0Og_BaIRdZJDftxEnCeSbsZZd-7rWFlepArjYZVOPkVMuQkL8mS89QxcOsq6-sOTuNktaItOPGpJnYp4NvdlQiuPIv04q9mDEaXfGFpudhdO_tW2Zu6ktmtlYvJrBWFpbkHylvYuhmANicX82ktQZVWqSHA0E9fYUc0T1xDMWiaw3msWtuFzahFj1MaWqIryXjCtULbe54Njvj0AH1LDgKOUntGgYaGmvAN-B0Z2j0FnPhKgSqnSGK9TrtiUbjhvAJpFgcq53IXUM8CXE_yOIbpaBoCGrGsZ-pFoub6OiAFPiH6DQqJ1vUn6bEq8Z3AeymA3ujuNTIdkFdNqgSem0_t5C3g5W1FhEGbuezuKmuXmWHvAM2uMr2HqBN95QzzNwkRN800DRbxSsQU9cZXrIeM_h4OyS9sbyY2MnoHB8i37MZpJQdGt3BuOy0kf0UzoZjUR7Pc3bMhNJk5s5N0jauhihJ5YRG1OgyXI4i2UZ4_ylcNaOBnYsyGZCTtqpZNEMHDT8kUyK5LZrw3TnbT7XJdfhZ-yl6A1ZCVaC-IiJ2T2XJLdbM2ae2KLW2MViBm8FtdPR67b7Ejbz_EWhbX_nB8ZmFu8S8Y8zsFsEip1nvR4Szil6oKnV4a9zDBOfvacVJHMq2zSjWY_ktJAD0hJw1t1umaGsxFC0eMVmNBl7u6GxO84E4R7nPRWkdqnC1LDtDOZ3zU-oK6r1lKs29YvjYUiBLpELk8qImLpyJ6RpHKSe0tSrjGUu-ZaKYOc2NmnLHRCQnSPHcGzZqRyimkRE3b0Ia6nqOaykgM5ailfxsnUBaCB_ndZZBZY9LlXHlIZEhLCFWaCtIQaDHKXL5sePc1pXJu3QlXHCWD-pQch_YzwC3kRQ4-FUEH6T8i6gb8L78wn8ZT-ZDlzSHjXhmOHQQd_3ROvX_vN0DvtLPJ4dGG8oSjDDkvs1xrJsEWNu8gZnQmOI3H1h3Id-5zGc0b56KfGa0fnfMpRi1CNtC8GcIRWboCs1R4TBA3zMEgFD18vEY-OGRCaMyFXFcVdd-miVJi0stZrzkGmJ3QrWV6kIXLrCwYvLzPv6A92k_YnWwsaLUwo9pWRx1Eu8o_2s2V4A1kqm5TcU-2ACWWhn8xlzdSSNx
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/architects-terror-paul-preston-review-how-anti-semitic-fake/
https://secure.telegraph.co.uk/customer/secure/share-bonus?icid=engagement-subs_house-display_display-ros_10%2F03%2F2023_Native_Ad_Test_Ad2

where he wanted it and did not wish to give his French puppets any more cause for grievance. Yet by
that point in the narrative, Townson has led his reader to conclude that Franco might have seemed
the lesser of two evils: that the Republicans against whom he fought were at best disorganised and
incompetent and at worst vicious, cruel, bigoted and, through their devotion to Stalin, just as inclined
towards totalitarianism.

In what during the civil war became a competition of atrocities, the nationalists had little to learn
from the republicans, who set something of a gold standard for mass murder (especially of members
of the clergy) in the early stages of the civil war. Spain had once more, after its humiliation in 1898 and
its attempts at “regeneration” thereafter, been reduced to a basket-case with its ruling Leftists divided
and fractious: that the army took them on was inevitable. The nationalists won partly because they
had discipline and were fired up by their attachment to traditional Spanish values. It wasn’t pleasant,
but then (it is clear) neither was the alternative.
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Townson is thoughtful about exactly what sort of ideologue Franco was. He attracts the label of
“fascist”, and he was certainly (to use an adjective Townson sensibly applies to him) fascistic, but he
was nothing like Mussolini, and even less like the genocidal maniac Hitler - any more than Churchill
politically resembled his ally Stalin. Franco was driven by various forces that his fellow dictators
either did not recognise, or picked only as it suited them. He was a devout anti-Communist, a creed to
which he clung until his death, and which made him such a popular ally of America and the West
during the Cold War. He was motivated by a fierce desire to make the Catholic Church a pillar of his
society, and indeed it was until he died, meaning the permissive society by-passed Spain.

He found himself isolated at the end of the war, but within a decade had led his regime in a
remarkable re-branding, and was the West’s favourite dictator; a figure far from unusual in a Europe
that contained the far more repressive totalitarians of the Soviet bloc, and his neighbour Salazar in
Portugal. Spain in the 1940s and early 1950s was an economically and socially backward country, with
considerable privations and serious hunger during the war; it had that in common with much of
Europe. As Townson points out, in terms of cruelty to his opponents, Franco was a poor amateur
compared with (say) Tito in Yugoslavia.

Once American money poured in, from the mid-1950s, Spain changed: its people acquired cars and
televisions. There was no democratic election in the country until 1977, but dissent flourished and as
the dictator aged, attempts to stifle it were less and less effective. The country joined Nato, and - after
the restoration of the monarchy, following Franco’s death in 1975 - the EU as well. The attempted
coup of 1981 was a damp squib, and there have been no subsequent attempts to upend democracy.

Townson speeds through the last couple of decades, and rightly so: it is too early to write their
history. But one day an assessment will have to be made of Spain’s economic reliance on Germany,
which cannot go on forever, and how far its present stagnant, high-unemployment model is the fault
of belonging to a European monetary system whose grotesquely overvalued currency does not reflect
the reality of Spain’s domestic economy, and never will.

Townson’s book shows an alarming circularity that must be addressed before long. In the early 20th
century, Catalonia was aggrieved that its wealth was being used to subsidise the rest of a country
determined to live beyond its means. The same is true now, and is at the root of the movement for

Catalan separatism that Madrid has not driven away. In the years to come, Townson is likely to find

he has much more to write on these vital and compelling subjects. In the meantime, this stunning and
long-overdue pursuit of the truth is his masterpiece.

The Penguin History of Modern Spain is published by Penguin at £30. To order your copy, call 0844 871
1514. or visit Telegraph Books
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