Research Methods in Linguistics

Syllabus

Instructor: Dr. Bo Wang
Webpage: https://fah.um.edu.mo/wang-bo
E-mail: bo.wang@connect.polyu.hk

Description: 
This course is expected to provide an overview of research methods in linguistics. The research methods will be located within the overall process of research and then interpreted as part of the research potentials that linguists work with. Among the methodological options, researchers can make their own choices and move from present questions, objectives, problems to be envisaged future answers, outcomes, and solutions. 

Objectives: 
· To provide the students an overview of research methods in linguistics.
· To empower the students the ability of using research methods in linguistics.
· To familiarize the students with the different approaches to research design.
· To raise the students’ awareness of making choices in the process of conducting their own research. 

Methodology: 
This course is expected to combine lecture and discussion. The lecturer will introduce various topics on research methods in linguistics, such as doing research in linguistics, timeframes in research and research processes, research questions and objectives, abstract, literature review, research proposal, research article, and options in research methods. Students will not only be encouraged to actively engage in various tasks focusing on various issues in class, but will also be required to give presentations on their own research and research methods.  

Grading: 
The final grade will be based on two criteria, namely (i) class participation and presentation and (ii) a final essay. The distribution of the two criteria is as follows: 
Class participation and presentation 		40%
Final essay					60%

Course Contents:
The following topics are expected to be covered in this course:  
I. Doing research in linguistics (language sciences)
II. Timeframes in research and research processes
III. Research questions and objectives
IV. Abstract
V. Literature review
VI. Research article
VII. Research proposal
VIII. Research methods

Course plan (tentative):
	Week
	Topics

	Week 1
Week 2
	Doing research in linguistics (language sciences)

	Week 3
	Timeframes in research and research processes

	Week 4
	Research questions and objectives

	Week 5
Week 6
	Abstract

	Week 7
Week 8
	Literature review

	Week 9
	Research article

	Week 10
	Research proposal

	Week 11
Week 12
	Research methods: Options of doing research

	Week 13
	Summary



Reading list: 
Litosseliti, Lia. (ed.). 2018. Research methods in linguistics. 2nd edition. London & New York: Bloomsbury. 
Matthiessen, Christian M.I.M. & Kazuhiro Teruya. 2024. Systemic Functional Linguistics: A complete guide. Abingdon & New York: Routledge. 
Podesva, Robert J. & Devyani Sharma. (eds.). 2013. Research methods in linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Wray, Alison & Aileen Bloomer. 2006. Projects in linguistics: A practical guide to researching language. 2nd edition. London & New York: Hodder Arnold. 
 
