Corpus-based Discourse Analysis
CONTENT
This course will train the students in techniques for performing linguistic studies of text. The course will introduce corpus analysis software, and how to use it to perform studies of user-selected texts applying various linguistic analyses.
Students will be given background on Discourse Analysis as contextualised in Systemic Functional Linguistics. They will also be grounded in Corpus Linguistics as a discipline, and also on the Contrastive Linguistics methodology.
In particular, students will be led through the process of performing various discourse analyses: Keyword Analysis, Attitude analysis, Register Analysis and Dialogue Analysis
SPECIFIC COMPETENCES
Getting to know the different disciplines included in the applied study of language and their research methods, in order to achieve a specialized training in applied linguistics.
Developing an analytical attitude towards linguistic evidence and show initiative in the resolution of technical and procedural problems presented by the scientific method.
Being able to reflect critically on problems of linguistics and its relationship with today's society.
Developing initiative and an entrepreneurial spirit, as well as to acquire autonomy and a proactive attitude in the field of research.
Developing a responsible attitude towards the academic commitments acquired both in terms of individual work and cooperative teamwork environments.
EVALUATION CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES
· 50% Continuous Assessment: Students will submit 2 small assignments throughout the course.
· 50% Final Project: Students will submit a research paper reporting some linguistic analysis.
COURSE OULINE
Topic 1: Introduction to Corpus-based Discourse Analysis (5 hrs)
1.     What is Discourse Analysis?
2.     Discourse Analysis and Systemic Functional Linguistics
3.     What is Corpus Linguistics?
4.     Corpus-based Discourse Analysis
5.     Contrastive Linguistics as a discourse analytical methodology
Topic 2: Automatic Register Analysis
4.     Notions of Register, Genre, Sociolect, Idiolect
5.     Lexical Register analysis:
a.     Lexical density, academic word use, and subjective word use
6.     Patterns in part-of-speech usage
7.     Lexico-grammatical Patterns (Mood, Finiteness, Tense-Aspect).
8.     Semantic Patterns: Theme, Modality
Topic 3: Lexis as Discourse Analysis
1.     Identifying keywords in discourse
2.     Using corpus software to find keywords
3.     Identifying speaker’s presented world-view from keywords
Topic 4: Attitude Analysis
1.     Construing attitudes in discourse
2.     Appreciation, Affect, Judgement
3.     Using corpus software to discover attitudinal patterns in text
Topic 5: Dialogue Analysis
1.     Speech function, moves, turns and exchanges
2.     Coding speech function using corpus software
3.     Exploring speech functional variation in relation to social role
4.     Lexico-grammatical realisation of speech function
