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Course Description
In this course, students will be given an overview of the interpersonal and textual resources of language, and of their manifestations in particular languages, with reference to variation across languages. They will learn to interpret these resources systemically — as part of the overall meaning potential of language, and to understand them “ecologically” in relation to the relevant contextual parameters, i.e. of tenor (interpersonal systems) and mode (textual systems). The overview is a comprehensive one, covering the two content strata of the content plane, i.e. semantics and lexicogrammar. In learning about interpersonal and textual semantic systems, they will also gain insight into how these systems “interface” with comparable functional domains within denotative semiotic systems other than language, including “paralanguage” and pictorial semiotics.


Course Objectives
The basic objective of this course is to empower students to engage with the interpersonal and textual resources of language as theorized and described in Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL):
· to develop an overview of the interpersonal systems of a language as strategies for enacting the tenor parameter within context — roles, relations and values — as meaning by taking part in exchanges of meaning in dialogue;
· to develop an overview of textual systems in a given language as strategies for presenting interpersonal and meanings as a flow of information (discourse) organized to enable speakers and addressees process these meanings as text in context, in relation to the mode parameter within context;
· to become proficient in the interpersonal and textual analysis of text in context.

Assessment
The assessment is based on the following components:
· Class participation (questions, answers; comments, other contributions): 10%
· Learning journal (a record of learning week by week, with identification of key points, problem areas, new insights, readings, and so on): 20%
· Assignments focussed on key areas of the course: 20%
· Final project written up as a term paper: 50%

Indicative Course Contents

	Weeks
	Topics

	1
	The metafunctional organization of language and the parameters of context.

	2
	The textual metafunction: text and clause; hierarchies of periodicity.

	3
	The textual metafunction: the system of theme.

	4
	The textual metafunction: the systems of theme and information.

	5
	The textual metafunction: the system of cohesion.

	6
	The textual metafunction, context and other textual systems.

	7
	The interpersonal metafunction: text and clause; exchange and dialogue.

	8
	The interpersonal metafunction: the system of speech function.

	9
	The interpersonal metafunction: the system of mood.

	10
	The interpersonal metafunction: the system of mood (and key).

	11
	The interpersonal metafunction: the systems of modal assessment (including modality)

	12
	The interpersonal metafunction, context: tenor, and other interpersonal resources.

	13
	Review
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