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Course Description
In this course, students will first learn how to engage with language — attending to it, observing it, bringing it to consciousness, and recording it. Then they will be introduced to the conception of language as a resource for making meaning, a view empowered by Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL). Based on SFL, they will learn about the overall organization of language in context — its “architecture”: the intersecting semiotic dimensions (e.g. the hierarchy of stratification, the cline of instantiation, the spectrum of metafunctions) and the relations that have them as their domains. They will also learn about language as a higher-order semiotic system in an ordered typology of systems (semiotic > social > biological > physical). They will also be introduced to other semiotic systems (systems of meaning) operating together with or instead of language in context, and they will be given an understanding of SFL as appliable linguistics — as a kind of linguistics with the power to be applied to a wider range of problems that arise in communities; and based on this understanding, they will be introduced to an overview of different areas of applications in a range of institutions (e.g. education, healthcare, administration, the law).
Course Objectives
The basic objective of this course is to empower students to engage with language in context through the resources of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL):
· to gain a holistic understanding of language in context as a resource for making meaning, grasping the overall architecture of language in context;
· to achieve an overview of a comprehensive description of any given particular language;
· to identify the fundamental linguistic activities of theorizing language, describing particular languages, analysing specific texts, comparing and contrasting descriptions of particular languages;
· to become familiar with the spectrum of applications of SFL to settings in the many institutions that make up a culture, specifically with SFL as a resource for developing solutions to problems in communities.

Assessment
The assessment is based on the following components:
· Class participation (questions, answers; comments, other contributions): 10%
· Learning journal (a record of learning week by week, with identification of key points, problem areas, new insights, readings, and so on): 20%
· Assignments focussed on key areas of the course: 20%
· Final project written up as a term paper: 50%

Indicative Course Contents

	Weeks
	Topics
	Basic readings

	1
	Engaging with language: raising consciousness about language, discourse diaries, corpus use and compilation, semiotic yoga; ideas about language (rule vs. resource)
	Halliday (1977)

	2
	Engaging with language through linguistics. Theorizing, describing and analysing language: a brief overview of SFL
	Halliday (1994); Matthiessen & Teruya (2024: Chapter 1)

	3
	The architecture of language in context according to SFL. Semiotic dimensions (stratification, metafunction, instantiation, axiality, rank)
	Halliday & Matthiessen (2009); Matthiessen (2007)

	4
	The architecture of language in context according to SFL: the expression plane of language
	

	5
	The architecture of language in context according to SFL: the content plane of language
	

	6
	The architecture of language in context according to SFL: context
	

	7
	Linguistic activities (theorizing, describing, analysing; applying) and related methods
	Matthiessen & Teruya (2024: Chapter 4)

	8
	Language as a general human system, and particular languages; types of linguistic variation (dialectal, registerial, codal)
	Lukin et al. (2008); Matthiessen (2015)

	9
	Language description, comparison and typology
	Matthiessen & Teruya (2024: Chapter 4)

	10
	Language and other semiotic systems (multisemiotic systems; “multimodality”)
	Bateman, Wildfeuer & Hiippala (2017); O’Halloran, Tan & Wignell (2019); Martin & Zappavigna (2019)

	11
	SFL as appliable linguistics: fields of application (learning, education, healthcare, administration, translation, computing &c)
	Matthiessen & Teruya (2024: Chapter 4)

	12
	Systemic Functional Linguistics and other contemporary theories of language
	Matthiessen & Teruya (2024: Chapter 2)

	13
	Review, recontextualization and preview
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