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Course Description
In this course, we will examine uses of language in a wide variety of institutions. Institutions are part of the context of culture in which a language operates; they can be located mid-range along the cline of instantiation, between the context of culture at the potential pole and the context of situation at the instantial pole: they can be viewed as sub-cultural domains. They are thus semiotic constructs — they are made out of meanings, but at the same time they are enacted as social institutions, embodied biologically and manifested physically.
They range from the ones young children meet first, the institutions of the family, of friendship, of healthcare, to the institutions children will meet later, like the institution of formal education. More generally, as people go through life, they take on roles engaging in different activities in different role networks; and these can be characterized in terms of different institutional settings. Institutions are associated with different functional varieties of language, i.e. with different registers; and they are composed of ranges of situation types. We will consider a number of key institutions, in particular those of family, friendship, education, healthcare and certain other domains within a community, and will explore each in terms of the ranges of registers associated with them. The course is designed to enable students to analyse instances of texts in context belonging to different registers, and to use them to develop descriptive profiles of institutions, or certain settings within a given institution. This can be characterized as the method of registerial cartography (or to use another related metaphor, as the method of discursive geography).

Course Objectives
The fundamental objective of this course is to empower students to “map” institutions in terms of the functional varieties, or registers, associated with them:
· to sample texts belong to different registers operating within an institution, and to analyse these texts linguistically to develop descriptions of the registers they belong to; and at the same time,
· to analyse and describe the institutions in terms of the situation types they are composed of, characterizing them with reference to the ranges of values of the contextual parameters of field, tenor and mode;
· to diagnose potential problems within a given institution, and to develop solutions based on the investigation of texts in context.

Assessment
The assessment is based on the following components:
· Class participation (questions, answers; comments, other contributions): 10%
· Learning journal (a record of learning week by week, with identification of key points, problem areas, new insights, readings, and so on): 20%
· Assignments focussed on key areas of the course: 20%
· Final project written up as a term paper: 50%

Indicative Course Contents

	Weeks
	Topics
	Basic readings

	1
	Characterizing institutions
	Halliday (1991)

	2
	Locating institutions along the cline of instantiation
	Matthiessen (2015b); Malinowski (1944)

	3
	Locating institutions within the ordered typology of systems operating different phenomenal realms
	

	4
	The institution of the family (ontogenesis)
	Painter (1999)

	5
	The institution of education
	McCabe (2021)

	6
	The institution of education
	Halliday (1993, 2016)

	7
	The institution of education
	

	8
	The institution of healthcare
	Slade et al. (2015); Matthiessen (2013)

	9
	The institution of healthcare
	

	10
	The institution of media
	O’Halloran et al. (2021)

	11
	Sampling of other institutions (justice, administration etc.)
	Zappavigna & Martin (2018)

	12
	Studying cultures through its institutions
	

	13
	Review
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