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Wo 1d Assomatlon for

The World Association for China Studies (WACS) is a non-
profit and non-governmental, international social organization
composed voluntarily of China studies institutions, scholars and

experts from all countries and regions in the world.

The purpose of WACS is to promote exchanges and cooperation
in the field of China studies, enhance communication and
dialogue between China and the world, promote common
development and prosperity between China and the world, and
contribute to the building of a community with a shared future
for mankind.

WACS is headquartered in Beijing, and the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences (CASS) is in charge of operation of WACS.

2/

e



HRAEFHARKE R

2016 £ 5 A 17 H, L FEAHICETFHIRFZTIEREIAR
HUE PR s " HE T A SR A S SRR
EFRPEAARER” IR ENINE R, I E

=z
Eﬂ:j'h o

20214 5 A 31 H, S FEBICERAITHHAFRETERS
=HRERS A PR ERE, AT EREE, R
RESE, A, EEAYFE" B PR E A E T TR A E R
HAR, AREHEIEEEHESLE, ARESLBETEREEIL,
FTIEREFSMNUFER, Breks, #riid”,

2022 F4], ZPEBUFIE, & HFEFEEFREKE X
3H17H, REEBENR (CRFHFFELGFRIRE S MALE
IR ), T HRPEZE TS S AL,

|

/3

/ World Association for China Studies

Backgrou

On May 17, 2016, Chinese President Xi Jinping addressed a
symposium discussing the country’s work in philosophy and
social sciences in Beijing. Research institutions of philosophy
and social sciences are encouraged to join and found international
academic organizations. Efforts are called for to promote
exchanges between Chinese think tanks and their foreign peers

and encourage China studies in other countries.

In a speech delivered at the 30th group study session of the
Political Bureau of the 19th CPC Central Committee on May
31, 2021, Chinese President Xi Jinping emphasized that “it is
important to tell genuine and engaging stories, make our voice
heard, and present an accurate, multidimensional and panoramic
image of China”, “move faster to establish our own discourse
and narrative, interpret China’s practice with China’s theory,
and enrich China’s theory with China’s practice”, and “create
new concepts, domains and expressions that are accessible to an

international audience”.
In March 2022, with the registration approved by the Ministry

of Civil Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, WACS was
formally established.
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/ World Association for China Studies

Busine

Scope

Organizing and supporting exchange activities, joint
research projects and annual world conference of China
Studies

Publishing report of China Studies

Funding and disseminating publications of China Studies

Building China Studies Database

Funding academic training activities to reinforce research

capacity on China Studies

Establish a website to exchange work experience, cooperation

trends and academic achievements
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Membership

The first round of membership was accorded to 59 individuals
and 14 institutions, including 29 Chinese members and 44
international members. International members come from think
tanks and research institutions from 29 countries, e.g. India,
Japan, South Korea, South Africa, the UK, Germany, France,
Italy, Russia, the US, Canada, Brazil, Chile, Australia and New

Zealand, covering almost all continents.
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/ Constitution of the World Association for China Studies

Chapter I General Provisions

Article 1

The official name of this association is World Association
for China Studies (WACS, hereinafter referred to as “the
Association”).

Article 2

The Association is a non-profit and non-governmental,
international social organization composed voluntarily of China
studies institutions, scholars and experts from all countries and
regions in the world.

Article 3

The purpose of the Association is to promote exchanges and
cooperation in the field of China studies, enhance communication
and dialogue between China and the world, promote common
development and prosperity between China and the world, and
contribute to the building of a community with a shared future
for mankind.

The Association abides by the constitution, laws, regulations and
national policies of the country where it is registered, and abides
by social morals.

Article 4

The Association shall be subject to the operational guidance and
administrative supervision of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, which is the organization in charge of operation of the
Association, and the Ministry of Civil Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China, which is the authority of registration and
administration.

Article 5

The domicile of the Association is located in Beijing, the
People’s Republic of China.
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/ Constitution of the World Association for China Studies

Chapter II Business Scope

Article 6

The business scope of the Association:

(1) Organize and carry out China studies exchange activities,
support research programs themed on China studies and hold
annual high-level Association symposiums on China studies;

(11) Publish annual reports on the development of world-wide
China studies and the Association bulletin and journal;

(ii1) Support academic publishing projects and promote
outstanding achievements in China studies;

(iv) Establish a database of research information in world-wide
China studies;

(v) Subsidize academic training programs to enhance research
projects and improve the ability of members to engage in China
studies;

(vi) Establish a website to exchange work experience, cooperation
trends and academic achievements.
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/ Constitution of the World Association for China Studies

Chapter III Members

Article 7

Members of the Association include institution members and
individual members. The phrase “institution members” refers
to research institutions and organizations of China studies
in all countries and regions of the world that have joined the
Association. The phrase “individual members” refers to the
experts and scholars from all countries and regions in the world
who have joined the Association and are related to the study.

Article 8

Members applying to join the Association must meet the
following requirements:

(1) Support the articles of the Association;

(i1) Have joined the Association voluntarily and perform the
obligations of members;

(ii1) Have a certain influence in the field of China studies.

Article 9

The procedures for membership are:
(1) Submission of application for membership;
(i1) Discussion and approval by the Board;

(ii1) Issue of membership certificate by the Board or its
authorized administrative office.

Article 10

Members shall enjoy the following rights:

(1) The right to vote on Association issues and stand for election;
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/ Constitution of the World Association for China Studies

(1) Participate in the activities of the Association;
(i11) Be prioritized to the services of the Association;

(iv) The right to criticize, propose and supervise the work of the
Association;

(v) Freedom to join and withdraw from the Association.

Article 11
Members shall perform the following obligations:
(1) Implement the resolutions of the Association;

(i1) Safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of the
Association;

(ii1) Complete the work assigned by the Association;
(iv) Pay membership fees as required;

(v) Submit relevant information and materials for membership.

Article 12

Members who withdraw from the Association shall notify the
Association in writing and return their membership certificates.
If a member does not pay membership fees or participate in the
activities of the Association for one year, it will be deemed to be
withdrawn automatically.

Article 13

If a member commits any serious violation of the articles of the
Association, the name of the member shall be removed after
voting and approval by the Board.
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/ Constitution of the World Association for China Studies

Chapter IV Creation and Removal of
Organizations and Persons in Charge

Article 14

The highest authority of the Association is the General Assembly.
The powers of the General Assembly are:

(1) Formulate and amend the articles of association;
(11) Elect and remove the Board members;
(ii1) Review the work report and financial report of the Board;

(iv) Decide on matters concerning the termination of the
Association;

(v) Decide on other major matters.

Article 15

The General Assembly can only be convened if more than two-
thirds of the members are present, and its resolutions can only
take effect after more than half of the members have voted on
and passed them.

Article 16

The General Assembly shall convene every five years. If the
General Assembly needs to be changed in advance or postponed
due to special circumstances, that step must be approved by
the Board, and submitted to the competent business unit for
examination and approval by the Association registration
administration organ. However, the maximum time for
postponement of the general election shall not exceed one year.

Article 17

The Board is the executive body of the General Assembly. It leads
the Association to carry out daily work during the intersessional
period and is responsible to the General Assembly.
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Article 18

The functions and powers of the Board shall include:
(1) Implement the resolutions of the General Assembly;

(i1) Elect and remove the President, Vice Presidents and
Secretary-General of the Association;

(111) Prepare for convening the General Assembly;

(iv) Report to the General Assembly on their work and financial
status;

(v) Decide on the admission or removal of members;

(vi) Decide to establish offices, branches, representative offices,
and Association institutions;

(vii) Decide on the appointment of the Deputy Secretary-General
and the principal heads of each agency;

(viii) Lead the work of the institutions of the Association;
(ix) Formulate internal management systems;

(x) Decide on other major matters.

Article 19

The Board can only be convened if more than two-thirds of the
Board members are present, and its resolutions can take effect
only after more than two-thirds of the Board members present at
the meeting have voted on and passed them.

Article 20

The Board shall be convened at least once a year. In special
cases, the meeting may also be convened by electronic means of
communication.
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Article 21

The President, Vice Presidents, and Secretary-General of the
Association must meet the following requirements:

(1) Have a substantial influence in the field of China studies;

(i) The maximum age of office of the President, Vice Presidents,
or Secretary-General generally should not exceed 70 years old,
and the Secretary-General is full-time;

(111) Be 1in good health and be able to accomplish a normal level
of work;

(iv) Have not been subject to criminal punishment for deprivation
of political rights;

(v) Have full capacity for civil conduct.

Article 22

If the Association’s President, Vice Presidents, or Secretary-
General exceeds the maximum age of office, they may hold
office only after being approved by the Board, and submitted to
the competent business unit for examination and approval by the
registration administration authority of the Association.

Article 23

The term of office of the Association’s President, Vice Presidents,
and Secretary-General shall be five years; they may be re-elected
for no more than two terms. If it is necessary to extend the term
of office due to special circumstances, it shall be approved by
a vote of more than two-thirds of the members of the General
Assembly, and shall be submitted to the competent business
unit for examination and approval by the registration and
administration authority of the Association.
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Article 24

The President of the Association is the legal representative of the
Association. The Vice President of the Association may serve as its
legal representative on the premise that he/she is delegated by the
President, his/her appointment has been agreed upon by the Board,
reported to and reviewed by the organization in charge of operation,
and approved by the authority of registration and administration.
The legal representative of the association may not concurrently
serve as the legal representative of other organizations.

Article 25

The President of the Association shall exercise the following
powers:

(1) Convene and preside over Board meetings;

(1) Check the implementation of the resolutions and decisions of
the General Assembly and the Board;

(111) Sign important documents on behalf of the Association.

Article 26

The Secretary-General of the Association shall exercise the
following powers:

(1) Preside over the day-to-day office work and organize to
implement the annual work plan;

(i1) Coordinate the work of branches, representative offices, and
entities;

(ii1) Nominate the Deputy Secretary-General and the main
persons in charge of the administrative offices, branches,
representative offices, and entities, and submit the nominations to
the Board for approval;

(iv) Decide on the recruitment of full-time staff of the
administrative offices, representative offices, and entities;

(v) Handle other daily work.
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Chapter V Principles of Asset Management
and Utilization

Article 27

Sources of the Association’s funds include:
(1) Membership fees;

(i1) Donations;

(111) Government funding;

(iv) Revenue generated from activities or services performed
within the approved scope of activities;

(v) Interest;

(vi) Other legal income.

Article 28

The Association shall collect membership fees in accordance
with relevant regulations.

Article 29

The funds of the Association must be used for the scope of
business and the development of the cause stipulated in this
constitution, and shall not be distributed among the members.

Article 30

The Association shall establish a strict financial management
system to ensure the legality, authenticity, accuracy, and
completeness of accounting information.
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Article 31

The Association shall retain qualified accountants, who may
not concurrently serve as cashiers. Accountants must conduct
accounting and implement accounting supervision. When
accountants are transferred or leave their positions, they must
complete handover procedures with the incoming personnel.

Article 32

The Association’s asset management shall comply with the
financial management system stipulated by the state and
be supervised by the General Assembly and the financial
department. If the assets are sourced from state appropriations or
social donations and assistance, they must be supervised by the
auditing authority and the relevant information must be disclosed
to the public in an appropriate manner.

Article 33

Before the re-election or replacement of the legal representative,
the Association must undergo a financial audit organized by the
registration and management authority for social organizations
and the competent authority for its business.

Article 34

The assets and properties of the Association shall not be
occupied, divided, misappropriated, or otherwise illegally used
by any unit or individual.

Article 35

The salary, insurance, and welfare benefits of the full-time staff
of the Association shall be implemented in accordance with the
relevant regulations of the state for public institutions.
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Chapter VI Procedures for Revising the
Constitution

Article 36

Any revision on the Association’s Constitution shall be voted
on and adopted by the Board and then submitted to the General
Assembly for review.

Article 37

Any revision of the Association’s Constitution shall, within 15
days after its adoption at the General Assembly, be reviewed
and approved by the organization in charge of operation and
reported to and approved by the authority of registration and
administration before taking effect.
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Chapter VII Termination Procedures and
Disposal of Property after Termination

Article 38

In the event that the Association has fulfilled its purpose or
resolves to dissolve itself, or needs to cancel the registration due
to division, merger, or other issues, the Board shall propose a
motion for termination.

Article 39

The motion for termination of the Association must be voted
on and adopted by the General Assembly and reported to the
organization in charge of operation for review and approval.

Article 40

Before its termination, the Association shall establish a
liquidation team under the guidance of the competent business
unit and relevant authorities to settle the rights and debts and
handle post-event matters. During the liquidation period,
activities other than liquidation shall not be conducted.

Article 41

Once the registration procedures for cancellation are completed
by the competent authority for the administration of social
organizations, the termination shall take effect.

Article 42

The residual property after the Association’s termination shall,
under supervision by the organization in charge of operation
and the authority of registration and administration, be used
in accordance with relevant regulations of the state for the
development of undertakings related to the purpose of the
Association.
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Chapter VIII Supplementary Provisions

Article 43

This Constitution was voted on and approved by the General
Assembly on February 24, 2022.

Article 44

The interpretation of this Constitution shall be vested in the
Board of the Association.

Article 45

This Constitution shall be effective from the date of registration
and management of the association.
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