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Sowing Chinese Learning in Spain, Cultivating
Bridges to the East: A Conversation with
Professor Consuelo Marco, Pioneering International

Chinese Education in Spanish Universities

LUO Huiling & Consuelo MARCO MARTINEZ
Department of East Asian Studies, Faaulty of Filology, Camplutense University of Madrid

Abstract

This article presents an interview with Professor Consuclo Marco Martinez,
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director of the Department of East Asian Studies at the Complutense University of
Madrid (UCM). As a core driving force behind the development of Chinese language
teaching and China studies at UCM, Prof. Marco was awarded the 2022 “Person of the
Year” by Spain’s prominent cultural and academic institution, Catedra China ( China
Chair), in recognition of her outstanding contributions. The interview begins by
exploring her initial encounter with the Chinese language and her journey into teaching
and researching Chinese language and culture. It then delves into the current state of
the Chinese language teaching system at UCM. Prof. Marco details the composition of
the teaching team (including the collaborative advantages between Chinese and Spanish
faculty members), the level of institutional support for Chinese teaching and China
studies (such as the positive impacts of designating East Asian Studies as a “strategic
discipline”), and the department’s achievements in international cooperation and
exchange. The interview also addresses challenges, including difficulties arising from
reduced education funding and potential misconceptions about China within Spanish
society, and candidly discusses Prof. Marco’s personal experiences and feelings in the
cross-strait context. Finally, Prof. Marco outlines the future development prospects for
Chinese language and cultural studies at UCM. The article not only chronicles the
arduous journey of establishing and systematizing Chinese language education at the
university but also highlights Prof. Marco’s pioneering spirit and her crucial role in

promoting cultural exchange and mutual learning between China and Spain.
Keywords

Complutense University of Madrid (UCM); Spain; Chinese Language Education;

East Asian Studies; Mutual Learning among Civilizations
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