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 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 This course tries to define and to analyze the diverse Iberian Islamic and Jewish 
societies and cultures, the Andalusian Caliphal, Taifa and Nasri periods, as well as a detailed 
study of the Islamic and Jewish minorities under Christian dominance in the Late Middle Ages 
(14-15th centuries), from a comprehensive social, economic and cultural perspective, 
stressing the relevance of the period for the study of Islamic-Christian-Jewish strategies of 
co-existence. 
 The co-existence of Jews, Christian and Muslims in Spain during the Middle Age has 
been conventionally described as a Golden Age of tolerance and cultural development. 
According to this view this golden age came to an abrupt end with the expulsion of the Jews 
in 1492 which terminated the “convivencia” and that would mark the beginning of new era 
both in Spain and in Europe.  However this view was built on Americo Castro’s works and 
his ideas about the co-existence and tolerance between different religious groups in 
Medieval Spain. Both ideas, the myth of the “convivencia” and the myth of the “catastrophic” 
expulsion have marked the work of Spanish historians: the importance of such coexistence 
and its extraordinary character as well as the negative weight of the expulsion of the Jews 
have had an huge impact in Spanish and European historiography.  
 In the present course, a different approach and view will be pursued. First we will 
study briefly those ideological constructs and will compare the historical situation of Medieval 
Spain with those of other European Countries where different religious communities co-
existed during the same period. In this way, we will be able to decide if the Spanish reality 
was so extraordinary.  
 Students will have appropriate reading assignments for each topic. Class participation 
and comments are encouraged and will further comprise part of the student's final grade. A 
detailed bibliography will be provided. The class is complemented by excursions with the 
professor to Toledo and / or Segovia. 
 
 OBJECTIVES 
 
 This course aims that the students develops the following aptitudes by the end of the 
term:  
1. Development of a critical approach towards different ideological and historical constructs 
that form Spanish and European identities from the Medieval period on. 
2. Application of the main methods in the academic study of religion and translation of those 
methods to historical situations. 
3. Comparison of historical and ideological situations in which the European Jewry played 
the fundamental role during the medieval and early modern periods 
4. Comprehension of religious identity as a dialogical construct with shifting characteristics 
depending on the cultural and ideological contexts. 
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 SCHEDULE OF TOPICS 
 
   
0. PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS: Definition of Religion; private vs public exposition. 
Minorities. Internal and External Diaspora. 
 
1. IMAGINED COMMUNITIES? Communities and identities in Medieval Iberia. Preliminary 
concepts. Historiographical trends. Baer and Zionist historiography. The Diaspora as Identity 
 [Anderson, Myers, Boyarin] 
 
2. BEFORE ISLAM. Iberian Jews under Roman and Visigothic Rule and its historical 
resonances. 
 
3. BEING A DHIMMA MINORITY UNDER ISLAM in the land of al-Andalus. The Umayyad 
political and social system and its structures. Conversion to Islam. Ecological systems in 
conflict. The fitna and the disintegration of a political entity. Praying in al-Andalus. The story 
of the four captives by Abraham ibn Daud and the beginnings of a new Jewish Andalusian 
cultural concept. Center and peripheries. 
 [Ibn Daud, Sefer ha-Qabbalah, Glick, Makki] 
 
4. THE TIME OF ŠEMUEL HA-NAGID: The period of the Taifas. Ethnic struggles. The 
merchants of the Genizah 
 [Goitein] 
 
5. FROM MUSLIM FORTRESS TO CHRISTIAN CASTLE. Societies organized for war. A 
first Andalusian and Sephardic diaspora. Jacob and Ishmael under Esau: Christian policies 
toward the Jews and the Mudejares.  
 
 
6. HISPANO-JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN TRANSITION. Mudejares in thirteenth century 
Iberian Crusader kingdoms. Cultural hegemony and resistance: Arabic culture and the 
beginnings of a Romance culture. Science and mysticism in thirteenth Century. Castilian and 
Aragonese Jewish Communities. Mudejar rebellions: The dilemma of living under Christian 
dominance. 
 [Septimus, Wanšarisi] 
 
7. TWO MINORITIES CONFRONTING EACH OTHER. The Jewish and Muslim Aljamas 
Communities and their internal social dynamics. Nasri Grenade: The last, Jewish-Islamic 
rivalry as reflected in religious polemics. 
 
  
8. VIOLENCE AND SOCIAL BOUNDARIES IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY. Late 
medieval structural crisis and its impact on the minorities. Towards a Castilian hegemony: the 
Trastamara dynasty. Cultural centers and periphery.  
Development of Castilian Jewries and the impact of the social crisis. Patronage and 
corruption. Women of the minorities. 
 
 
9. CONVERSION DEVELOPMENTS. The campaigns against Jews in Castile and Aragon: 
Christian preaching and riots (1378-1414). Religious polemics: From Barcelona (1263) to 
Tortosa (1414).  Parallelism between conversions: Middle Ages and Early Modern Judaism. 
 
 
10. THE TAQQANOT OF VALLADOLID (1432). Transformations of Castilian Jewry's social 
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and communal structures. 
Communication and reception. Two different economies: Mudejares and Jews. Renaissance 
and the court nobiliarian culture in fifteenth century Castile. The Conversos, a social and 
cultural characterization. Abomination of conversion. Social and religious movements. Orality 
and textuality in Jewish and Islamic fifteenth century culture. Cancionero and Jewish humour. 
Islamic sunni literature in Spanish. 
 
11. HERESY AS AN AGENT OF CHANGE. The idea of limpieza de sangre. The 
establishment of the Inquisition, its impact on the Jewish communities. The last Crusade: The 
conquest of Granada and its impact on Mudejares and Jews. 
 
12. EXPULSION AS A THRAUMA. Social dynamics or political developments. Expulsions of 
the 1490s: A new Sephardic diaspora. The expulsion of the Muslims in modern Spain. 
 
13. FROM THE CONVERSO TO THE NEW JEW. Conversos and their descendants in the 
Hispanic Monarchy. The Moriscos in sixteenth century Spain. 
 
14. EARLY MODERN JUDAISM: The New Beginning. Sephardic Judaism in Europe. The 
making of European identities. 
 
15. EPILOGUE. What remains today? 
 
 
  
 
 EVALUATION 
 
 Students will be required to write an essay on a topic chosen from the program, and 
according to a format to be provided. Due dates will be announced at the beginning of the 
term. 
 
    Class participation  30% 
    Essay    20% 
    Mid-Term exam  20% 
    Final exam   25%       
 
 This is a course about society and culture. At the end of each week, I will provide a list 
with selected readings (both secondary and primary sources) as well as with additional 
(optional) readings --recommended for students seeking to explore further the topics under 
discussion. I will send you every week some articles and stuff by email, in order to have 
easier access to it. 
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Participation: The course is discussion-oriented. This requires regular attendance, 
preparation, and commitment and cooperation in class. Consult in advance if you think you 
will miss a session. Make up personal classes can be scheduled if needed.  
Essay: You must write a short essay (5-10 pages long) about a topic chosen in consultation 
with me. The main objective is to assess critically the material they have read for the course. 
Mid-Term Exam: It will consist of several short questions to be answered in a period of time of 
one and a half hours maximum. 
Final exam: You will write at home a short essay to be chosen from among several options. 
You will have a week to complete this assignment.  
 
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
  
Sources and selected readings taken from the following bibliographical list will be available at 
the beginning of the term. Besides we will read texts taken from different documentary 
collections such as FONTES IUDAEORUM REGNI CASTELLAE  (Salamanca, 1981-1998, 8 
vóls.) y la NAVARRA JUDAICA (Pamplona, 1994-99, 7 vóls.), and some articles taken from 
the following journals: Sefarad (Madrid), Revue des Études Juives (Paris), Zion and Tarbiz 
(Jerusalem).  
 

 
Abraham Ibn Daud. Sefer ha-Qabbalah. Edited by G.D. Cohen. Philadelphia 1967, 

1967. 
Aizenberg, E. “Una Judía Muy Fermosa: The Jewess as Sex Object in Medieval 

Spanish Literature and Lore.” La Coronica 12 (1984): 187-94. 
Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 

Nationalism. London ; New York ; Verso, 2006. 
Assis, Y.T. Jewish Economy in the Medieval Crown of Aragon 1213-1337. Money 

and Power. Leiden: E.J.Brill, 1997. 
Baer, Yitzhak. A History of the Jews in Christian Spain. Translated from the Hebrew 

by Louis Schoffman. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 
1961-66. 

Benito Ruano, E. Los Orígenes del Problema Converso, Barcelona: El Albir, 1976. 
Bonfil, Robert. “Dubious Crimes in Sixteenth-Century Italy: Rethinking the Relations 

Between Jews, Christians and Jews in Pre-Modern Europe.” In The Jews of 
Spain and the Expulsion of 1492, edited by Moshe Lazar and Stephen 
Halizcer, 229-310. Labyrinthos, 1997. 

Bonfill, Robert. “Changes in the Cultural Patterns of a Jewish Society in Crisis: Italian 
Jewry at the Close of the Sixteenth Century.” In Essential Papers on Jewish 
Culture in Renaissance and Baroque Italy, edited by David Ruderman, 401-
25. New York: NYU Press, 1992. 

Bourdieu. Outline of a Theory of Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1997. 

Boyarin, D. Dying for God: Martyrdom and the Making of Christianity and Judaism. 
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1999. 

Boyarin, Daniel. “Semantic Differences; or Judaism / Christianity.” In The Ways That 
Never Parted: Jews and Christians in Late Antiquity and the Early Middle 
Ages, edited by Adam H. Becker and Annette Yoshiko Reed, 65-86. 
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2007. 

Burke, Peter. History and Social Theory. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2005. 
Burns, Robert I. Jews in the Notarial Culture: Latinate Wills in Mediterranean Spain, 

1250-1350. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996. 
Cantera Burgos, F., and J.M. Millás Vallicrosa. Inscripciones hebreas de España. 

Madrid: CSIC, 1956. 
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Cantera Burgs, F. Sinagogas españolas (con especial estudio de la de córdoba y la 

toledana del Tránsito. Madrid: CSIC, 1955. 
Caro Baroja, Julio. Los judíos en la España moderna y contemporánea. Madrid: 

Istmo, 1978. 
Carrasco, J. Sinagoga y mercado. EStuidos y textos sobre los judíos del reino de 

Navarra. Pamplona: Gobierno de Navarra, 1993. 
Carrete Parrondo, C. El judaísmo español y la Inquisición. Madrid: Mapfre, 1992. 
Constable, Olivia Remie, and the assistance of Damian Zurro, eds. Medieval Iberia: 

Readings from Christian, Muslim, and Jewish Sources. The Middle Ages 
Series. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012. 

Corfis, Ivy A. Al-Andalus, Sepharad and Medieval Iberia: Cultural Contact and 
Diffusion. Leiden ; Boston: Brill, 2009. 

Corfis, Ivy A., and Ray Harris-Northall, eds. Medieval Iberia: Changing Societies and 
Cultures in Contact and Transition. Colección Támesis. Woodbridge ; 
Rochester, NY: Tamesis, 2007. 

Coudert, Allison P., and Jeffrey S. Shoulson, eds. Hebraica Veritas?: Christian 
Hebraists and the Study of Judaism in Early Modern Europe. Jewish Culture 
and Contexts. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004. 

Deshen, Shlomo. The Mellah Society: Jewish Community Life in Sherifian Morocco. 
Revised and translated from the Hebrew by the author. Chicago Studies in 
the History of Judaism. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1989. 

Elukin, Jonathan. Living Together, Living Apart: Rethinking Jewish-Christian 
Relations in the Middle Ages, 2009. 

Evans, J.A. “Heresy as an Agent of Change: Inquisitio in the Monastery of 
Guadalupe.” Stanford, 1998. 

Force, James E. Millenarianism and Messianism in Early Modern European Culture 
[Electronic Resource]: Volume III The Millenarian Turn: Millenarian Contexts 
of Science, Politics, and Everyday Anglo-American Life in the Seventeenth 
and Eighteenth Centuries. Edited by James E. Force and Richard H. Popkin. 
International Archives of the History of Ideas / Archives Internationales 
d’Histoire Des Idées. Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands: Imprint: Springer, 
2001. 

Glick, Thomas F. Islamic and Christian Spain in the Early Middle Ages. Medieval and 
Early Modern Iberian World, vol. 27. Leiden [Netherlands: Brill, 2005. 

Goldish, Matt. “Messianic Prophecy in the Early Modern Context.” In The Sabbatean 
Prophets, 8-40. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 2004. 

Hamilton, Michelle M., Sarah J. Portnoy, and David A. Wacks, eds. Wine, Women 
and Song: Hebrew and Arabic Literature of Medieval Iberia. Juan de la 
Cuesta Hispanic Monographs. Newark, Del.: Juan de la Cuesta, 2004. 

Idel, Moshe. “On Mobility, Individuals and Groups: Prolegomenon for a Sociological 
Approach to Sixteenth Century Kabbalah.” Kabbalah 3 (1998): 145-73. 

Israel, Jonathan I. Diasporas Within a Diaspora. Jews, Crypto-Jews and the World 
Maritime Empires (1540-1740). SJS, vol. 30. Leiden / Boston / Köln: E.J.Brill, 
2002. 

Israel, Jonathan Irvine. “Preface.” In European Jewry in the Age of Mercantilism, 
edited by J. Israel, v-xiii. London: Vallentine Mitchell, 1998. 

Jayyusi, Salma Khadra, ed., Manuela Marín, chief consultant to the editor. The 
Legacy of Muslim Spain. Handbuch der Orientalistik. Erste Abteilung, Der 
Nahe und Mittlere Osten, vol. Handbook of oriental studies. The Near and 
Middle East; v. 12. Leiden ; New York: E.J. Brill, 1994. 

Kamen, Henry. Imagining Spain: Historical Myth and National Identity. New Haven, 
2008. 
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Kaplan, Yosef. “An Alternative Path to Modernity.” In An Alternative Path to 

Modernity: The Sephardi Diaspora in Western Europe, Yosef Kaplan. SJS, 
vol. 28, 1-28. Leiden: E.J.Brill, 2000. 

------. “Amsterdam and Ashkenazi Migration in the Seventeenth Century.” In An 
Alternative Path to Modernity: The Sephardi Diaspora in Western Europe, 
Yosef Qaplan, 78-107. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2000. 

Kriegel, M. Les juifs à la fin du Moyen âge dans l’Europe méditerranéene. Paris: 
Hachette, 1979. 

Lacave, J.L. Juderías y sinagogas españolas. Madrid: Mapfre, 1992. 
Levine-Melammed, R. Heretics or Daughters of Israel: The Crypto-Jewish Women of 

Castile. New York / Oxford: Oxford UP, 1999. 
MacKay, Angus. Spain in the Middle Age: From Frontier to Empire, 1000-1500. New 

Studies in Medieval History. London: Macmillan, 1977. 
Melechen, N. “Loans, Land and Jewish-Christian Relations in the Archdiocese of 

Toledo.” In Iberia and the Mediterranean World of the Middle Ages: Studies in 
Honor of Robert I. Burns, S.J., edited by Larry J. Simon. The Medieval 
Mediterranean, vol. 4, 185-215. Leiden ; New York: E.J. Brill, 1995. 

Menocal, María Rosa. The Ornament of the World: How Muslims, Jews and 
Christians Created a Culture of Tolerance in Medieval Spain. Boston: Little, 
2002. 

Meyerson, Mark D. The Muslims of Valencia in the Age of Fernando and Isabel: 
Between Coexistence and Crusade. Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1991. 

Meyerson, Mark D., and Edward D. English. Christians, Muslims, and Jews in 
Medieval and Early Modern Spain. Interaction and Cultural Change. Notre 
Dame: Notre Dame University Press, 2000. 

Meyerson, M.D. “Religious Change, Regionalism and Royal Power in the Spain of 
Fernando and Isabel.” In Iberia and the Mediterranean World of the Middle 
Ages: Studies in Honor of Robert I. Burns, S.J., edited by Larry J. Simon. The 
Medieval Mediterranean, vol. 4. Leiden ; New York: E.J. Brill, 1995. 

Myers, David N. Re-Inventing the Jewish Past: European Jewish Intellectuals and 
the Zionist Return to History. Studies in Jewish History. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1995. 

Nirenberg, David. Anti-Judaism: The Western Tradition. New York: W. W. Norton & 
Company, 2013. 

------. Communities of Violence: Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ags. 
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996. 

------. “Conversion, Sex and Segregation: Jews and Christians in Medieval Spain.” 
American Historical Review 107 (2002): 1065-93. 

------. “Enmity and Assimilation: Jews, Christian Dualism and Converts in Medieval 
Spain.” Common Knowledge 9 (2003): 137-55. 

------. Violence and the Persecution of Minorities in the Crown of Aragon: Jews, 
Lepers and Muslims Before the Black Death, 1992. 

------. Wie Jüdisch War das Spanien Des Mittelalters?: Die Perspektive der Literatur; 
7. “Arye-Maimon-Vortrag” an der Universität Trier, 3. November 2004. Kleine 
Schriften Des Arye Maimon-Instituts. Trier: Kliomedia, 2005. 

Orfali, M. Los conversos españoles en la literatura rabínica: Problemas jurídicos y 
opiniones legales durante los siglos xii y xvi. Salamanca: Universidad de 
Salamanca, 1982. 

Patton, Pamela A. Art of Estrangement: Redefining Jews in Reconquest Spain. 
University Park, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2012. 

Perry, Mary Elizabeth. The Handless Maiden: Moriscos and the Politics of Religion in 
Early Modern Spain. Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the 
Modern World. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2005. 
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Pratt, and Mary Louise. Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation. London: 

Routledge, 1992. 
Ray, Jonathan, ed. The Jew in Medieval Iberia: 1100-1500. Jews in Space and Time. 

Brighton, Mass.: Academic Studies ; Lancaster: Gazelle, 2011. 
------, ed. The Jew in Medieval Iberia: 1100-1500. Jews in Space and Time. Boston: 

Academic Studies Press, 2012. 
------. The Sephardic Frontier: The Reconquista and the Jewish Community in 

Medieval Iberia. Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past. 
Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2006. 

Raz-Krakoktzin, Amnon. “Censorship, Editing and the Reshaping of Jewish Identity: 
The Catholic Church and Hebrew Literature in the Sixteenth Century.” In 
Hebraica Veritas? Christian Hebraists and the Study of Judaism in Early 
Modern Europe, edited by Allison P. Coudert and Jeffrey S. Shoulson, 125-
58. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004. 

Romano, David. De Historia Judía Hispánica. Barcelona: Universidad de Barcelona, 
1992. 

Ruderman, David. Early Modern Jewry: A New Cultural History. Princeton / Oxford: 
Princeton University Press, 2010. 

------. “The Italian Renaissance and Jewish Thought.” Renaissance Humanism; 
Foundations, Forms and Legacy 1 (1988): 382-433. 

------. Jewish Thought and Scientific Discovery in Early Modern Europe, 2000. 
------. “Why Periodization Matters - on Early Modern Jewish Culture and Haskalah.” 

Simon-Dubnow-Institut Yearbook 6 (2007): 23-32Early Modern Culture and 
Haskalah, vol. 6, edited by D. Ruderman and S. Feiner. Göttingen: 
Vandehoeck & Ruprecht. 

Scheindlin, R. Wine, Women and Death: Medieval Hebrew Poems on the Good Life. 
Philadelphia: OUP, 1986. 

Septimus, B. “Piety and Power in Thirteenth-Century Catalonia.” In Studies in 
Medieval Jewish History and Literature, edited by I. Twersky, 197-99. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1979. 

Septimus, Bernard. Hispano-Jewish Culture in Transition: The Career and 
Controversies of Ramah. Harvard Judaic Monographs. Cambridge, Mass.: 
Harvard University Press, 1982. 

Simon, Larry J., ed. Iberia and the Mediterranean World of the Middle Ages: Studies 
in Honor of Robert I. Burns, S.J. The Medieval Mediterranean, vol. 4. Leiden ; 
New York: E.J. Brill, 1995. 

Starn, Randolph. “The Early Modern Muddle.” JEMH 6 (3 2002): 296-307. 
Torres, Max S. Hering, María Elena Martínez, and David Nirenberg, Eds. Race and 

Blood in the Iberian World. Racism Analysis. Series B, Yearbook. Zürich ; 
Berlin: Lit, 2012. 

Young, Robert J.C. Colonial Desire: Hybridity in Theory, Culture and Race. London: 
Routledge, 1995. 

Yovel, Y. “Converso Dualities in The First Generation: The Cancioneros.” JJS 4 
(1998): 1-28. 

Zorgati, Ragnhild Johnsrud. Pluralism in the Middle Ages: Hybrid Identities, 
Conversion, and Mixed Marriages in Medieval Iberia. Routledge Research in 
Medieval Studies. New York: Routledge, 2012. 
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