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Course Outline:   
 
The aim of this course is to introduce students to the fundamental philosophical 
questions, problems, and concepts that arise from thinking about gender. Feminism and 
gender theory have not only been shaped by and given shape to a number of important 
philosophical issues, but also introduced new perspectives into traditional philosophical 
themes such as, for example, the mind/body and culture/nature divisions or the notions 
of identity and difference. This course will offer a panoramic view of these topics to allow 
students to develop the philosophical tools necessary to address current debates on 
gender identity, gender oppression and violence, and questions regarding sexual 
consent. No previous knowledge of philosophy is assumed or required.  
 
The methodology of the course will be text-based. Readings will be assigned each week 
and discussed in class.  
 
 
Breakdown of the Course Content:  
 

1. Sex and Gender Identities 
1.1.  Identity and subjectivity through the prism of gender  
1.2.  Identity and difference: are we all equal or different and irreducibly 

singular?  
1.3. What is it to be a woman/man/x? Are we such a thing or do we become a 

such thing? 
1.4.  The sex/gender distinction 
1.5.  Sexuality and sexual orientation 
1.6.  Gender trouble or beyond the binary opposition between the masculine 

and the feminine: queer theory 
 

2. The Nature/Nurture Debate 
2.1.  Essentialism versus constructivism 
2.2.  Nature, biology and culture from the perspective of gender  
2.3.  The mind and body division from the perspective of gender 

 
3. Knowledge and Gender 

3.1.  Is my gender relevant to what I know, can know or don’t know? 
3.2.  Situated knowledge 

 
4. Ethics, The Social and The Political  

4.1.  Ethics from the perspective of gender  
4.2.  Gender violence and oppression 
4.3.  Power and emancipation 
4.4.  Theories on the political from the perspective of gender 

 
5. Intersectionality 

5.1.  Gender and Race 



5.2.  Gender and Disability 
5.3.  Gender and Religion 
5.4.  Gender and Ecology 

 
 
Course Assessment Structure: 
 
Students will be required to submit a midterm essay (50%) and a final essay (50%) on 
topics discussed during the class.  
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