


Noon.

1977

SCENE ONE

~ Pub. 1977. Spring.



us like that, in the old days. I nearly sajq
may be having the occasional drink with

cares, but she an
none of you bast

happening.

Pause.
L EMMA

{ wonder. I wonder if everyone knew, all the fime

) n0w

d I had an affair for seven Y wh
ards had the faintest jde, it :‘;s ang
§

JERRY

Don'’t be silly. We were brilliant. Nobody Knew,
ever went to Kilburn in those days? Just you ang 0

e,
Pause.
Anyway, what’s all this about you and Casey?
EMMA -
What do you mean?
JERRY
What’s going on?
EMMA
We have the occasional drink.
JERRY
I thought you didn’t admire his work.
EMMA " ealous’
I've changed. Or his work has changed. Ar¢ Y° )
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| ERR
Of what? JERRY

Pause.

[ couldn’t be jealous of Casey. 'm his agen. I dvi
him about his divorce. I read all his ﬁ:s% d:a{ft: Ivlsed

persuadf:d your husband to publish his first novel. I
escort him to Oxford to speak at the Union. He’s my

. . . he’s my boy. I discovered him when he was a poet,
and that’s a bloody long time ago now.

Pause.

He’s even taken me down to Southampton to meet his
Mum and Dad. I couldn’t be jealous of Casey. Anyway
it’s not as if we’re having an affair now, is it? We
haven’t seen each other for years. Really, ’'m very
happy if you’re happy.

Pause.

What about Robert?

Pause.

| EMMA
Well . . . I think we’re going to separate.

| JERRY
Oh?
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We had a lone ¢ EMMy
g talk.. . age i

E
Last night? TERRY

You know what I found out .

betrayed me for years. He’s h d !

years.

JERRY
No? Good Lord.

Pause.
But we betrayed him for years.

EMMA
And he betrayed me for years.

JERRY
Well I never knew that.

EMMA
Nor did L.
Pause.

JERRY

Does Casey know about this?



EMMA
[ wish you wouldn’t keep calling him Casey. His name

is Roger.
JERRY

Yes. Roger.

EMMA
I phoned you. I don’t know why.

| JERRY
What a funny thing. We were such close friends,
weren’t we? Robert and me, even though I haven’t
seen him for a few months, but through all those
years, all the drinks, all the lunches . . . we had
together, I never even gleaned . . . I never suspected . . .
that there was anyone else . . . in his life but you.
Never. For example, when you’re with a fellow in
4 restaurant, for example, from time to
time he pops out for a piss, you see, who doesn’t,
but what I mean is, if he’s making a crafty telephone
call, you can sort of sense it. Well, I never did that
with Robert. He never made any crafty telephone
calls in any pub I was ever with him in. The funny

thing is that it was me who made the calls - to
you, when I left him boozing at the bar. That’s the

funny thing.

a pub, or

Pause.

When did he tell you all this?
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EMMA
Last night. I think we were up al| Night.

Pause.
JERRY
You talked all night?
EMMA
Yes. Oh yes.
Pause.
JERRY
I didn’t come into it, did I?
EMMA
- What?
JERRY
Ijust -
EMMA

I just phoned you this morning, you know, that’s all,
becauseI.. . . because we’re old friends . . . I've beenup

all night . . . the whole thing’s finished . . . I suddenly
felt I wanted to see you.

JERRY

Well, look, ’'m happy to see you. I am. ’'m sorry. . -
about . . .
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EMMA
Do you remember? I mean, you do remember?

JERRY
[ remember.

Pause.

EMMA
You couldn’t really afford Wessex Grove when we took

it, could you?

JERRY
Oh, love finds a way. |
EMMA
I bought the curtains. '
>-:JERRY_rs:” '

You found a way.

« | EMMA
I didn’t want to see you for nostalgia, I mean

Listen,
d to see how you were.

what’s the point? I just wante
Truly. How are you?

| "JERRY
Oh what does it matte_r? N
Pause.

You didn’t tell Robert about me last night, did you?
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I had to.
Pause.

He told me everything. I told him eVeryth
n

up...all night. At one point Ned 8. Wew '.7
take him up to bed, had to put himchifm;:. Iha:ir:(,
0 d E

went down again. I think jt was the vo: : :
€ voic I |
up. You know . . . *S Woke by, |

JERRY
You told him everything?

EMMA
I had to.

JERRY
You told him everything . . . about us?

EMMA
I had to.

Pause.

JERRY .
But he’s my oldest friend. I mean, I picked his ozv;d
daughter up in my own arms and threw hf:(fi uli’t
caught her, in my kitchen. He watched me do It
EMMA

It doesn’t matter. It’s all gone.
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JERRY
Is it? What has?

EMMA

1¢’s all all over.

She drinks.



