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RESULTS
On a first analysis, a subgroup of 22 programs seems to fulfil these requirements. Nevertheless, the characteristics of these applications have been analyzed in detail and have been found several disqualification criteria:

Some of the mentioned programs, although being able to handle DICOM images and modifying them, they lack the capacity to visualize them.

The licenses are not completely open (OSS). Some programs publish the source code, but they are not free. Others, on the other hand, are free, but their code is closed.

Not all of them are able to work with most DICOM formats. In fact, some of them are restricted to specific DICOM formats or restricted areas of the Medical Image (MR, CT, etc.)

Certain programs have a command console to execute the different actions, or they are simply formed by a library of functions. Nevertheless, neither of these types of programs have a Graphical User Interface (GUI)..

Some of the programs are excellent viewers, with magnificent functions of enhancement and outpost visualization but, analyzed in detail, they lack the minimum capacity to modify images or to insert functions that allow this modification.
Finally, some of these programs have very little use within the scientific community, compared with others of similar characteristics that have been much more tested, and with a high number of developments.
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CONCLUSIONS
After this analysis, the program that better fits with the specified criteria is ImageJ, of
Wayne Rasband. The degree of fulfilment of ImageJ of the mentioned 24 criteria of
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- For instance, we show in this table some of the plugins developed around ImageJ by the scientific
Good performance in image processing Y community (filters and graphics). The total amount of plugins published in the project website is

Des: Desirable Ess: Essential Viyes ®:no bigger than 280 and all of them are OSS. Besides, you can get much more plugins in several

scientific projects. These plugins are not yet published in the website of the Image. project

Screen capture of ImageJ displaying two mammograms and one phantom
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