Research Training Groups

Research Training Groups (RTGs) are established by universi-
ties to promote young researchers. They are funded by the
DFG for a period of up to nine years. The key emphasis of the
RTGs is on the qualification of doctoral researchers within the
framework of a focused research program and a structured
training strategy. The aim is to prepare doctoral researchers
for the complexities of the job market in science and aca-
demia and simultaneously to encourage early scientific inde-
pendence.

Local Research Environment

The RTG is closely associated with the Institute for World Socie-
ty Studies, which regularly organizes workshops and lectures of
interest for RTG members. The Bielefeld Graduate School in
History and Sociology (BGHS) offers additional opportunities for
those RTG members pursuing their dissertations within the Fac-
ulties of Sociology (which includes IR and Political Science) and
History. The participating faculties have rich research traditions
associated with, for example, modern systems theory (Niklas
Luhmann) or conceptual history (Reinhart Koselleck).

The University

Bielefeld University was founded in 1969 with an explicit re-
search assignment and a mission to provide high-quality re-
search-oriented teaching. Today it encompasses 13 faculties
covering a broad spectrum of disciplines in the humanities,
natural sciences, social sciences, and technology. With about
24,000 students in 115 degree courses and about 2,750
staff members (including 269 professors and lecturers as
well as 1,390 academic staff), it is one of Germany's medium-
sized universities.

Funding

The German Research Council will fund 10 doctoral researchers
('in addition to one post-doctoral position that is currently filled).

Doctoral researchers will receive contracts as research associates
(65% of salary level E13) for three years and are expected to com-
plete their dissertations during that time (this is not a fellowship, but
an employment contract with the requirement of being present at the
university). Participating researchers are expected to contribute to
and to co-organize a number of workshops during their tenure at the
RTG, particularly involving a range of international cooperation part-
ners. Some funding is available for short research visits abroad and
for participating in conferences.

*The exact salary depends on personal circumstances and work
experience, but 65% of E13 monthly gross income could be
roughly expected to be in the sum of 2500 EUR, subject to social
security contributions and income tax.

Applications

The positions will be officially advertised in early 2020 and selection
will take place through a selection process during the spring of
2020. The application deadline is 13 April 2020 (Applications must be
submitted online 24:00 GMT+1), with interviews with shortlisted can-
didates scheduled to take place 4-5 and 11-13 May 2020.

For detailed information, please consult: https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/
worldpolitics/
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Description

We are looking for highly motivated researchers with doctoral re-
search projects that fit the Research Training Group’s (RTG) the-
matic scope. The RTG invites original proposals from the fields
of Political Science/International Relations, History, Sociology, and
Legal Studies that contribute to its research program. An inter-
disciplinary orientation of research projects is encouraged. The
RTG’s working language is English. Successful candidates are
expected to complete their doctoral dissertations within three
years. The RTG offers an intensive research environment. In
addition to employment, it offers support for organizing work-
shops, conference travel, and research stays abroad. There
are also limited opportunities for some post-doc funding if the
doctoral dissertation is completed within three years.

Qualifications

Applicants should hold a graduate degree or equivalent in Political
Science/IR, History, Sociology, or Legal Studies. Further infor-
mation on the application process can be found at:

https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/worldpolitics/

Applications must be submitted online by 13 Aprl 2020 [24:00
GMT+1].

RTG 2225 ‘World Politics: The emergence of political
arenas and modes of observation in world society’

The Research Training Group (RTG) deals with the emergence of
world politics as a specific type of politics. With a pronouncedly re-
search-oriented, interdisciplinary, and international profile, it investi-
gates the pathways that have led to the establishment of world politics
as a specific form of politics, not somehow resulting from the modern
form of the (nation) state, but concurrent with it as well as with the
principle of sovereign equality. Using a world society perspective, the
RTG inquires how the emergence of world politics has been (and
still is) both a corollary of and a precondition for the constitution of
modern states. In two main lines of research — ‘modes of organiza-
tion and ‘modes of observation’ — the RTG seeks to provide high-
quality research output, not only within the main participating disci-
plines ('Political Science/IR, Sociology, History, Law), but also partic-
ularly for the interstices of these disciplines. Through its research
program and its institutional affiliations, the RTG seeks to promote a
dialogue between the fields and approaches of International Rela-
tions, International Political Sociology, Global History, and Legal Stud-
ies in relation to world society approaches.
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Research Program: Core research idea

The Research Training Group (RTG) examines the emergence of
world politics as an arena for political action, communication, and
observation. Situated in a broadly understood, interdisciplinary field
of international political sociology, it regards world politics both as a
specific form of organizing relations among political actors, and as a
framework of political communication, observation, and comparison -
among states as well as other actors. The RTG investigates the
mechanisms and forces, as well as the struggles and resistances that
have led to the establishment of world politics as a specific form of

politics that does not sit somehow ‘above’ nation-states, but in fact
emerges concurrently with the modern form of the (nation) state and
the normative ordering principle of sovereign equality that, in turn, is
enshrined in the evolving law of nations (international law). In this con-
text, the RTG adopts and critically reflects on a world society per-
spective in order to analyze and to explain the dynamics that under-
lie the processes of modern state formation on the one hand, and the
structuration of the global political field in which states are embedded
on the other hand.

Qualification Program

The main goal of the RTG’s qualification program is to foster the
timely completion of high-quality doctoral dissertations and to prepare
doctoral students for careers within and beyond academia.

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

PhD
Dissertation

Beyond this core aim, the qualification program is designed to en-
sure that doctoral students benefit from being integrated into an
international research environment right from the start of their
doctoral research projects. English is the RTG’s working language.
Doctoral students are encouraged and partly required to be active in
publishing the results of their own work, particularly also in order to
“advertise” their research in the relevant research communities.

While retaining a solid footing in their home discipline, they are also
actively encouraged and partly required to present and to discuss
their work in a research environment at Bielefeld University oriented
towards interdisciplinarity.
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