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peninsula. However, in recent years, Mediterranean forests have anacatte@ucm.es

§ FORESTS and FIRE have coexisted throughout the history of the Iberian
’E experienced large fires, and media reports on high risk of fire
o
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catastrophes. Although the 20"-century interaction of forests and fires in

rural landscapes is widely studied, long-term historical knowledge is To assess the fire history and landscape dynamics in two case studies (Estrela and Ayllon
GEOHISTORICAL SOURCES limited yet could provide massifs) using geohistorical and geospatial information sources, and methods of
Documentary texts from & Historical cartography valuable context for Geographical History and GIS techniques
the 18th century understanding resilience
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4 o %0 Local societies are RURAL MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES. They lived off subsistence farming, raising livestock
and of the transhumance of wool livestock (much more important in Spain than in Portugal)
7 A0 ¢ g g . In the 20™ century there was a STEEP DECLINE in number of livestock
L *] Grazing fields have become FEWER AND SMALLER since reforestation began
”E . The vast majority of the land was COMMUNAL and had practically no wage labor in both mountain areas
dentification of TIPPING-POINTS in FIRE HISTORY that are linked to the HISTORICAL FIRE SCENARIOS: FIRE is an integral component of the cultural landscape
From early decade: Increase of fire occurrence| | Increase of fire occurrence FIRE was a well-integrated element of the rural landscapes serving as a land management tool before
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Massif FIRE regime stepped up to a wildfire regime, after the general disarticulation of the traditional rural system

- In Estrela massif, fire has turned out to be a LANDSCAPE DEGRADATION FACTOR

e In Ayllon massif, maintenance of land management and cultural heritage have created a LANDSCAPE MORE

End of the Throughout Middle RESILIENT TO FIRES
Ayllén 19" century the 1970’s 1980’s Understanding these historical dynamics could inform policy development because they illustrate how
Massif Increase of fire occurrence important land uses and policy are in driving landscape change
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