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BASIC CONCEPTS
Conventional wildland fire policies are usually developed by national governments as an ad-hoc
reaction to specific a situation already created, leaving behind structural factors basic in wildland fire
initiation and propagation. Taking into account a cross-sectoral approach of policies with incidence
in the territory, would provide the opportunity to address the long term social, legal and economic
factors with incidence in the way land is managed, which are out of the scope of sectoral policies.

Territorial Policies are development policies undertaken by public authorities - the
central state as well as regional and local governments - with the aim of promoting a
more efficient use of resources within specific geographical areas (OECD, 2003).
The aim of the study is to identify and analyze policy measures external to the forest sector with
potential influence in wildland fire prevention and propagation in the European framework, where a
cross-sectoral approach is crucial since no EU Treaty provides for a comprehensive common forest
policy.
An assessment of the main regulatory instruments is developed, out of a selection of European
policies with greater incidence in wildland fire management, where the analysis is focused in:
 The consideration of wildland fires within the policy
 An assessment on the main strengths and weaknesses for Integrated Wildland Fire Management
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