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History of Otaniemi
Technology Hub

1900 Manor house romance
1939 Idea to build the student campus
1949 Alvar Aalto won the town plan contest
1952 Olympic games (student village –> Athletes’village)
1956 VTT Technical Research Center of Finland (VTT) &

Geological Survey of Finland (GTK) moved to Otaniemi
1957 Chapel
1965 Helsinki University of Technology (TKK) main building
1966 Dipoli building
1970 The first mainframe computer, Univac 1108
1971 Finnish IT Center for Science (CSC) was established
1982 The Finns got acquainted with email
1984 Building of Funet network began
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1985 Otaniemi Science Park Ltd (Technopolis Ventures)
established
The computer of the TKK was connected to the
European academic and research network Earn

1987 Doors of ”Incubator facilities”opened to tenants
1991 Innopoli 1 (Technopolis Innopoli Ltd)

Spinno Business Development Programs started
2001 Strengthening coop with university (PreIncubator)
2002 Innopoli 2

Technopolis Ltd acquired shares of Innopoli Ltd
2004 Otaniemi Marketing was established

Professional level Incubator Services –Incubation
Products

2005 MIKES moved to Otaniemi
2006 31,000 technology professionals in Otaniemi, over 600

companies

History of Otaniemi Technology Hub
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Finland has # 1 primary education
system in the world feeding Otaniemi

Helsinki University of Technology (TKK)
 #1 engineering school in Finland
 15,000 students/1,200 international
 3,000 research employees

Dipoli Lifelong Learning Institute
(Helsinki University of Technology)

EVTEK University of Applied Sciences
BA degrees in technology, business
and design

Laurea University of Applied Sciences
BA degrees e.g. in social studies,
health care and business

World Class Education

2. Case Otaniemi
What We Do WellOtaniemi Innovation Model
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VTT Technical Research Centre
of Finland

 800 patented inventions

Helsinki University of Technology (TKK)
 100 evaluated innovations/annum

KCL (Finland's #1 forest industry
think tank)

GSF (Geological Survey of Finland)

CSC (Finnish IT Center for Science)

MIKES (Center for metrology and
accreditation)

Research & Innovation
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The Raw Materials for Global Success

31 000 people in the community
15 000 students (about 1 200 foreign students)
252 professors
6 000 persons in research organizations
10 000 persons in technology companies
Over 600 companies
500 new business ideas annually
6080 new companies annually
200 patents filed annually
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Otaniemi Innovation Model

DiscoveryResearch
Activities

Technopolis
Ventures

(incubator)

InnoTuliprogram dealflow:
university
research centers
corporate spinoffs

500 new
ideas

Input per year

•40 licenses
•200 patents + VTT pf 800 patents
•6080 new companies
•4050 hightech startups/ (TeVe)

output

R&D: TKK, VTT,
KCL, CSC, GSF

polytechnics
corporations
investors

•VC financed companies
•born global companies
•job creation
•tax revenues

output

preincubation
incubation
acceleration

Otaniemi Innovation Model
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Why companies locate in Otaniemi?

Succesful Commercialization Requires Active Anchor Participation

66

61

61

44

43

41

40

31

18

15

9

Suitable facilities

Business development
services

Helsinki University of
technology

Close to home

Traffic

Research institutes

Image reasons

Customers are near

Easy recruituing

Other services

Big companies nearby
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Companies in Otaniemi (n=609)

We Need to Attract & Hold International Anchor Firms  Despite the Weather

Service
companies; 245

Consumer services;
50

Large
companies; 13

Foreign
companies; 94

Technology
companies; 207

Otaniemi Innovation Model
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Number of employees now –and by
2010

1...5
61 %

6…19
32 %

20...49
5 %

50…99
1 % 100+

1 %
1...5
21 %

6…19
36 %

20...49
32 %

50…99
6 %

100+
5 %

Otaniemi Companies Don't Lack Ambition  But We Need More

Clic
k t

o buy N
OW!

PDFXCHANGE

w
ww.docutrack.com Clic

k t
o buy N

OW!
PDFXCHANGE

w
ww.docutrack.com

http://www.docu-track.com/index.php?page=38
http://www.docu-track.com/index.php?page=38


•Otaniemi Marketing founded in 2004 by:

–City of Espoo
–EspooVantaa Institute of Technology (EVTEK)
–Helsinki University of Technology (TKK)
–KCL
–Innopoli 2 –Building Ltd
–Laurea Polytechnic
–Student Union of Helsinki University of Technology (TKY)
–Technopolis Ventures Ltd
–VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland

Otaniemi Marketing
Clic

k t
o buy N

OW!
PDFXCHANGE

w
ww.docutrack.com Clic

k t
o buy N

OW!
PDFXCHANGE

w
ww.docutrack.com

http://www.docu-track.com/index.php?page=38
http://www.docu-track.com/index.php?page=38


•Mission of Otaniemi Marketing:

• promote research, education and hightech business expertise
internationally

• focus on marketing communications, networking activities and
strengthening the Otaniemi community.

• provide information, organize visits and connect research institutes,
academic institutions, private corporations and public sector
organizations.

• organize and take part in a variety of promotional, networking,
cultural and scientific events in Otaniemi.
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 Nokia & Anchor companies 
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Thank you!

Melissa Hardén

Otaniemi Marketing

melissa.harden@otaniemi.fi

www.otaniemi.fi
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