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The Silk Route(s)

After Hansen 2011



The relevance of the interpreters:

Pegolotti’s La pratica della mercatura
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Dunhuang

After Hansen 2011



Dunhuang

LANGUAGES

1. Arabic

2. Avestan

3. Chinese (Chinese and ‘phags-pa scripts)

4. Kothanese

5. Gāndharī

6. Greek

7. Judeo-Persian (Hebrew script)

8. Khitan ( “large Khitan” script”)

9. Mongolian

10.Parthian

11.Persian (midddle and modern)

12.Sanskrit

13.Syriac (Maḏnḥāyā script)

14.Sogdian

15.Tangut

16.Tibetan

17.Tokharian A

18.Tokharian B

19.Tumshuqese

20.Turkish (Kok script)

21.Zhang-zhung

22.Unidentified languages

http://idp.bl.uk/


Dunhuang

http://idp.bl.uk/database/oo_scroll_h.a4d?uid=39079371311;recnum=85917;index=1
http://idp.bl.uk/database/oo_scroll_h.a4d?uid=39079371311;recnum=85917;index=1


Sino-Tibetan languages



Sino-Tibetan phylum

• Chinese

• Tibetan

• Zhang-zhung



Brahmī family of scripts



Languages belonging to other phyla

• Tangut (Tibeto-Burman)

• Xiong-un’s language (Proto-siberian?)



Tangut script

A page of the manuscript of the Suvarnaprabhasottamaraja Sutra (11th-13th c. AD)



Altaic languages



Altaic languages

• Mongolian

• Khitan

• Manchu

• Turkic languages



Turkic languages



Orkhon Turkic inscriptions



Orkhon Turkic inscriptions



Orkhon Turkic inscriptions



Uyghur script



Kucha and Turfan regions
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Indian languages and scripts



Indian languages and scripts



Indian languages and scripts

Coinage of the Indo-Greek kingdoms: Apollodotus I



Spread of the kharoṣṭhī script



Iranian languages

• EASTERN LANGUAGES:

- Sogdian, Khwarezmian

- Bactrian, Khotanese and Tumsuq

- Sarmatian, Alanic

• MIDDLE LANGUAGES:

- Parthian

- Middle Persian



Sogdian
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Sogdian

Sogdian manuscript of the Avesta, 10th c. AD



Sogdian



Bactrian: inscription from Rabātak



Kushan empire

according to the Rabātak inscription



Bactrian: Dasht-i Duwar I



Parthian

Naqsh-e Rajab bas-relief, Fars, Irán (Sasanid period, 3rd c. AD)

Trilingual inscription in Parthian, Persian and Greek



Parthian



Parthian



Parthian



Languages spoken in the western part of the 

Silk Road

• Greek

• (Latin)

• Semitic languages:

- Aramaic and Syriac,

- Arabic,

- Palmyrene, Nabataen, etc.




