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The relevance of the interpreters:
Pegolotti’'s La pratica della mercatura

Cose bisognevolt a mercalaniti che vogliono fare il sopradetto
viaggio del Galtato

Primieramente conviene che si lasci crescere la barba grande e non si
rada. E vuolsi fornire alla Tana di turcimanni, e non si vuole guardare
a rispiarmo dal cattivo al buono, ché il buono non costa quello d’ingordo
che 'uvomo non—s’ene megliori via pill; e oltre a’ turcimanni si conviene
menare per lo meno due fanti buoni che sappiano bene la lingua cu-
manesca. E se il mercatante vuole menare dalla Tana niuna femmina
con seco, si puote, e se non la vuole menare non fa forza, ma pure se la
menasse sard tenuto di migliore condizione che se non la menasse, e



Written records
of language
contact

RECOVERING HISTORY FROM
RECYCLED PAPER

The neadie marks and shape of this
document ingicate that it was part of a
funerary garment, possibly a shirt, buried
in a Turfan graveyara. The text records
testimony given by an Iranian merchant
before a Chinese court. This section of the
document begins in the upper night-hand
corner with the name of the merchant,
Cao Lushan, ana his age, thirty. Xinjiang
Mussum.




Written records
of language
contact

EAST MEETS WEST ON A
KHAROSHTHI DOCUMENT

This wooden document from Niya
survives intact: the upper drawer has
been slotted into the lower holaer,
and cords have been wrapped around
both pieces of wood through notches
and then sealed with clay. The seal

on the left is in Chinese; that on the
right shows a Western-looking face,
most likely a Greek or Roman deity,
which are often shown on Gandharan
seals. These double rectangular tablets
record the exchange between two
parties of various types of property—
slaves, livestock, ana land—and

give the names of the officials who
recorded the transaction.



Chinese







Dunhuang
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Dunhuang

LANGUAGES

Arabic

Avestan

Chinese (Chinese and ‘phags-pa scripts)
Kothanese

Gandhari

Greek

Judeo-Persian (Hebrew script)
Khitan ( “large Khitan” script”)
. Mongolian

10. Parthian

11.Persian (midddle and modern)
12. Sanskrit

13. Syriac (Madnhaya script)
14.Sogdian

15. Tangut

16. Tibetan

17. Tokharian A

18. Tokharian B

19. Tumshugese

20. Turkish (Kok script)
21.Zhang-zhung

22.Unidentified languages
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http://idp.bl.uk/

Dunhuang

PLATE 12. HEBREW PRAYER FOUND IN THE LIBRARY CAVE AT DUNHUANG


http://idp.bl.uk/database/oo_scroll_h.a4d?uid=39079371311;recnum=85917;index=1
http://idp.bl.uk/database/oo_scroll_h.a4d?uid=39079371311;recnum=85917;index=1

Sino-Tibetan languages
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Northern Mandarin

CHINA
Northern Mandarin
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Southwestern Mandarin
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Southwestern
Mandarin

Xiang

INDIA

Cantonese

[Jchinese  [[] Kuki-Chin
[ rivetan [ Bodo-Garo
B oo [ Loto-Burmese
[ rani [] xachinic
B ooy [ xorcoic
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B, o

© 2013 A. Gutman & B. Avanzati



Sino-Tibetan phylum

Chinese
Tibetan

Zhang-zhung




Brahmi family of scripts

Brahmi

500 BC
NGMMH
Brahmi Brahmi
|
Gupta
32%_ Grantha Kadamba
E50AD 400 AD ﬁﬂjﬁ\\\
Kannada Telegu
Siddtiam Tamil
5 D Tibetan Malayam Sinhala
600 AD /\
SE Asian
Burmese
Magari Japaggﬁﬁiléana Scripts
1000 AD

PN

Devanagri Bengal



Languages belonging to other phyla

« Tangut (Tibeto-Burman)

« Xiong-un’s language (Proto-siberian?)




Tangut script

A page of the manuscript of the Suvarnaprabhasottamaraja Sutra (11t-13t ¢, AD)



Altaic languages

ALTAIC LANGUAGES URALIC LANGUAGES

AMo Mongolic languages ATu Tungusic languages AT Turkic languages UF  Finno-Ugric US Samoyedic
AMo1 Mongolian f Ordos ATul Northern Tungusic (Tungus) Bl Qashqai AT18 Chuvash |AT25 Uyghur UF1 Baltic Finnic US1 Northern group
AMo2 Oirat/ Kalmyk [ATi2] Southeastern Tungusic (Amur) AT2 Salar Bl Karaim AT26 Nogai UF2 Samilanguages Us2 Southern group
AMo3 Buryat A8 Southwestern Tungusic (Manchu) AT3  Yugur AT1S Turkmen [AT27 Karachay-Balkar UF3  Permic languages
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AT12 Turkish
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Altaic languages

Mongolian
Khitan
Manchu

Turkic languages




Turkic languages

-

Karaim Balkar Kazakh Uzhek Shor
Gagauz Hogai Chuvash Kirghiz Khakass
Turkish Kumyk 1z | Kazan Tatar Salar Tuvinian
Crimean Tatar Azeri Bashkir Uighur Tofa
Karachay Turkmen Karakalpak Altai E Yakut




Orkhon Turkic inscriptions
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Orkhon Turkic inscriptions
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Consonants with back vowels

M D I F L o 1€ B8 9

n I t og/ug/ a'k /g d b
go/qu

Consonants with front vowels

&Y k R Y € X R

r n I t Bk/OkS k g d b
ki ki

Other consonants

3 ## ¥ 1 » 1T Y A d

né z g Afngin m p IE/Ei £ yaiqy

X A M

bas otfut Id



Initial

hiedial

Final

Latin

Initial

hiedial

Final

Latin

Uyghur script
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Kucha and Turfan regions
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Indian languages and scripts

Indic

Kharosthi

Brahmi

Value

ba

ga

ha

ja

gha

tha

ya

ka

la

ma

sa

ca

ta

Semitic

Aramaic

Phoenician

Value




Indian languages and scripts

Map 1
Extent Of Kharosthi Script

QYZYL, .<:5SORCUQ
i s KUCHA

JLOU-LAN

KHOTAN - ANIYA
POVERS 3

LOYANG
* SHIYOSI

JTOR phigkar
sur'VIRAR

MOHE.\«‘IO/DkO/ \“""‘\ ‘ ‘
MATHURA

Kharosthi was in general use. Points inside shaded
areas mark major Kharosthi sites; those outside the
shaded areas indicate isolated finds of Kharosthi
inscriptions or documents.
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Shaded areas indicate the approximate regions where \




Indian languages and scripts
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Coinage of the Indo-Greek kingdoms: Apollodotus |



Spread of the kharosthr script

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE ON THE SILK ROAD

This wooden document represented an entirely new writing technology that migrants from
northern Afghanistan and Pakistan introduced around 200 ce to the residents of northwest
China, who had no writing system of their own. Using two pieces of wood, they crafted a base
(shown here] with a top that slid over it like a drawer and protected the contents. These wooden
documents written in the Kharoshthi script of their homeland, which include contracts, royal
orders, letters, and rulings in legal disputes, make it possible to reconstruct this early encounter
of people from radically different backgrounds. The upside-down label gives the date and name
of the site, Niya, where the wooden slip was found. Courtesy of the Board of the British Library.



Iranian languages

« EASTERN LANGUAGES:

- Sogdian, Khwarezmian
- Bactrian, Khotanese and Tumsuqg
- Sarmatian, Alanic

 MIDDLE LANGUAGES:
- Parthian
- Middle Persian




Sogdian
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Sogdian

Sogdian manuscript of the Avesta, 10t c. AD



Sogdian

final medial initial final medial initial
a, e -l N K 5 sy o2 g
¥. %, q e A A g -5 e

g, k C. J J z, Z ad —h

Ly Le,g 2 D o9 n L -t o

r " N b, p G ‘} \9

| 2 »n 2 v, B - X X
o My

t é ol =) wou, 0,06 B add ad

e DN D . -~ & -

¢, ] (,.., P D h (final) &



Bactrian: inscription from Rabatak




Kushan empire
according to the Rabatak inscription




Bactrian: Dasht-1 Duwar |

$nE !‘DPNJN

rD\Dr{hr\/\ N3,
Doo o~
O]

E:Ja{ﬁu

rTDPP

QbR

rUK&

><DlZl:(

HE [N

. 200 lNopmwiov te

[Era-year] 279, 15th [day of the month] Gorpiaios.

. Paovavo Poo t w¢ado
King of Kings, the noble,

oalopso Oonpo Tasxmioo

great Ooemo Takpiso,

. xoPavo t pavoltviyo t Aado-

the Kusana protége of the moon [god], the right-

5. yot Payo oloiudo gtdo

cous, the Majesty had this prepared,

). xoloyapyoafo faxduo

he. the benefactor for the welfare.



Parthian

Nagsh-e Rajab bas-relief, Fars, Iran (Sasanid period, 3 c. AD)
Trilingual inscription in Parthian, Persian and Greek



Parthian




Parthian




Parthian

1 . .
- \. :;\3 ‘”‘\3 }. x}« &

ORINST., PS-la NAQSH-I-RUSTAM,
IRAN. A PART OF THE PARTHIAN
VERSION OF THE INSCRIPTION OF
SHAPUR I ON THE WEST WALL OF THE
TOWER.



Languages spoken in the western part of the
Silk Road

 Greek
« (Latin)

« Semitic languages:
- Aramaic and Syriac,
- Arabic,
- Palmyrene, Nabataen, etc.
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