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From humanity’s history to Angry 
Birds
An example of 

Exponential Growth... 
5 Exobytes = 5 Billion 
Gigabytes
From the start of 
time~2003 
in 2010 ~ 2 Days
in 2013 ~ 10 minutes



We live in a VUCA World
Volatile. Uncertain. Complex. Ambiguous.

Convergence vs. Divergence

Interconnected. Interdependent. Interrelated. 



http://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/multimedia/2015/9/infographic-gender-equality-where-are-we-today
http://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/multimedia/2015/9/infographic-gender-equality-where-are-we-today




The Belt and Road Initiative
One Belt, One Road

• Belt: Silk Road Economic Belt 
(Overland silk roads) 

• Road: 21st Century Maritime 
Silk Road 

• The Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) is an ambitious effort to 
improve regional cooperation 
and connectivity on a trans-
continental scale. 

• The initiative aims to 
strengthen infrastructure, 
trade, and investment links 
between China and some 65 
other countries that account 
collectively for over 30 
percent of global GDP, 62 
percent of population, and 75 
percent of known energy 
reserves. 



Belt and Road Initiative proposed by 
President Xi Jinping of China

• Jointly building Silk Road Economic Belt 
with Central Asian countries- (2013, 
Kazakhstan)

• Jointly building the 21st Century Maritime 
Silk Road with ASEAN countries (2013, 
Indonesia) 



• Silk Road- represents the ancient routes of 
trade and cultural exchanges between China 
and other countries in the Eurasian 
continent and even Northern and Eastern 
Africa.

• Land silk roads were flourishing from Han to 
Tang Dynasty and fading after Tang 
Maritime silk roads were in their 
prosperous period from Yuan to Song 
Dynasty 

• Used first by German geographer F. von 
Richthofen in 1877: overland trade & 
communications routes along which trade 
flourished from the time of the Han dynasty 
(about 2000 years ago)

• developed by French Sinologist E. 
Chavannes to cover maritime routes of 
trade in history





The Dreams of Gwadar – the Next 
Dubai? Or a state within a state?



Potential 
Problems 

and Current 
Concerns

a lack of participation by local workers 
and banks 

unmanageable debt

From a report of the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies' 
Reconnecting Asia Project: 

Project delays After initial fanfare, 
projects sometimes experience serious 
delays. In Indonesia, construction on a 
$6 billion rail line is behind schedule 
and costs are escalating. Similar 
problems have plagued projects in 
Kazakhstan and Bangladesh.

Ballooning deficits  Besides Pakistan, 
concerns about owing unmanageable 
debts to Beijing have been raised in Sri 
Lanka, the Maldives and Laos.

Sovereignty concerns  In Sri Lanka, 
China's takeover of a troubled port has 
raised questions about a loss of 
sovereignty. And neighboring India 
openly rejects the BRI, saying China's 
projects with neighboring Pakistan 
infringe on its sovereignty.  



• Silk Road: both a history of trade and 
a metaphor

• part of the trade and cultural history 
of all the major countries in the 
Eurasian continent and Africa, 
connecting multiple civilizations and 
facilitating religious, scientific, 
technological and cultural exchanges

• a common cultural heritage shared by 
many Eurasian countries

• a symbol of peace, friendship & win-
win; a historical basis for better 
cooperation



Belt and Road Initiative

• An overall proposal for promoting socio-economic 
cooperation among countries along the Belt and 
Road, MORE THAN just building roads, railways & 
port facilities, though a key part of BRI

• A core theme: peace, cooperation, development 
and win-win

• Five priorities of cooperation:

– Policy coordination; facilities connectivity; free trade; 
financial cooperation; and people-to-people bond

• Three targets:

– Building a community of shared interests, destiny 
and responsibility, which features economic 
integration and cultural inclusiveness



La Nao de la China (The 
Other Silk Route)

• The China Galleon regularly sailed 
between Acapulco, and other Mexican 
ports, and Manila, in the Philippines, and 
today's Taiwan, China where it would 
load up on Chinese spices and silks, and 
other goods.

• Fabricio Antonio Fonseca, a researcher at 
the prestigious Colegio de Mexico, says 
the initial encounter between Mexico 
and China occurred when the galleon 
first sailed into a Mexican port. The 
discovery of new maritime routes linking 
Asia, the New World and Europe in the 
15th and 16th centuries launched an era 
of unprecedented global trade and 
cultural exchange. Evidence even shows 
that starting in 1565, the return trips to 
Mexico were manned by Chinese crews.





Filipina Entrepreneurs Navigating: 
Opportunities and Challenges to 
Women Running Businesses 
Along the Belt and Road



Eve - volution



DATA DIVAS

• Intuition 

• Good listening skills

• Empathy and compassion

• driving change and delivering value





Main 
Questions

how does gender factor into the strategies, 
operations and impact of women-led 

enterprises in the Philippines with export 
operations along the Belt and Road Initiative?

What are the modes of women’s engagement in 
the governance of enterprises with markets 

along the Belt and Road Initiative?



Women and the Economy

a positive correlation between gender equality and a country’s level of 
competitiveness, its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita, and its rank in 
the Human Development Index – World Economic Forum

Women represent today’s most powerful consumer group— making up a 
market whose growth potential is greater than that of China and India’s 
combined. 
the most important commercial opportunity in our lifetime – Boston Consulting 
Group

21 percent more likely than other  firms to report above-average profitability -
McKinsey 
companies with three or more women on their executive committees scored 
higher on organisational health, on average, than companies with no women at 
this level - McKinsey











How about Filipinas?

















FILIPINA WOMEN Entrepreneurs 
for the Belt and Road Initiative















MARAMING 
SALAMAT !


