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PROBLEM 5: 

A. 50% chance to win a three- tour of South America.

B. A one-week tour of week tour of South America with certainty. 

PROBLEM 6: 

C: 5% chance to win a three- week tour of South America.

D: 10% chance to win a one week tour of South America. 

Choose between
C: 2,500 with probability .33 
D: 2,400 with probability .34
or 
(4,000,.20), or  (3,000,.25). 



















“Western self is a rather peculiar idea within the 
context of the world’s cultures.”

Clifford Geertz



Westerners have more independent views of
self than non-Westerners. They are far more
likely to understand their selves in terms of
internal psychological characteristics, such as
their personality traits and attitudes, and are
less likely to understand them in terms of roles
and relationships, than are people from non-
Western populations (Heine 2008).



Independent self-concepts are more likely to 
demonstrate 

(1) positively biased views of themselves; 

(2) a heightened valuation of personal choice; 
and

(3) an increased motivation to “stand out” 
rather than to “fit in.”



1.Positive Self-Views

East Asian cultural context evidence for self-serving biases tends to be null, 
or in some cases, shows significant reversals, with East Asians 
demonstrating self-effacing biases (Heine & Hamamura 2007).

2. Personal choice

European-American children preferred working on a task, worked on it 
longer, and performed better on it, if they had made some superficial 
choices regarding the task than if others made the same choices for them. 
In contrast, Asian-American children were equally motivated by the task if a 
trusted other made the same choices for them (Iyengar & Lepper 1999). 



3. Analytic versus holistic reasoning 

Key factor influencing the prominence of analytic versus holistic cognition is the different self-
construals prevalent across populations. First, independent self-construal primes facilitate 
analytic processing, whereas interdependent primes facilitate holistic processing. East Asians’ 
recall for objects is worse than Americans’ if the background has been switched indicating 
that East Asians are attending more to the field. This difference in attention has also been 
found in saccadic eye-movements as measured with eye-trackers. Americans gaze at focal 
objects longer than East Asians, who in turn gaze at the background more than Americans 
(Chua et al. 2005).



However, consistent with much ethnography in non-Western cultures (e.g., 
Geertz 1975), research shows, while Americans attend to dispositions at the 
expense of situations (Gilbert & Malone 1995), East Asians are more likely 
than Americans to infer that behaviors are strongly controlled by the situation

For example, compared with Westerners, some non-Westerners :

(1) Have less dynamic social networks, in which people work to avoid 

negative interactions among their existing networks rather than seeking 

new relations (Adams 2005); 

(2) Prefer lower to higher arousal-positive affective states (Tsai 2007);



(3) Are less egocentric when they try to take the perspective of others 

(Cohen et al. 2007; Wu & Keysar 2007); 

(4) Have weaker motivations for consistency (Kanagawa et al. 2001; Suh 

2002); 

(5) Are less prone to “social-loafing” (i.e., reducing efforts on group 

tasks when individual contributions are not being monitored) (Earley

1993);

(6) Associate fewer benefits with a person’s physical attractiveness. 

(Anderson et al. 2008)



Language Diversity

• There are languages without sounds (sign language) languages 

without adjectives,

• Languages that seem not to have even noun-verb distinction, 

• languages without logical connectives like ‘if’ or ‘or’,

• language without tense, without aspect without numerals. 

• Some languages have thousands of verbs others only thirty. 



• Some language make distinctions that we would not think of making. 

Thus in english we have plural marker for verbs (book, books) Kiowa 

has a marker that means “of unexpected number”. 

• In many languages all statement must be coded with verbal affixes 

for the sources of evidence that is all statement sentences are 

marked with whether one saw it heard about it, inferred it 

etc. Kwakwala insists on every noun referent to be coded as visible 

on not. (For review see The Myth of Language Universals). (Evans & 

Levinson 2009)  



• Universal grammar has not been practically successful in 

modeling competencies in comprehending or producing 

language. 

• No language organ was found in the Brain.

• No real genetic underpinning of language.



1. Viewing people as individuals faced with choice of utility is a model that is cultural. 

Decisions as often both highly social based on mimicry and social contagious and 

not reducible to utility.  

2. Stressing innate language  capacities is also a cultural preference there are 

alternative views of language that seem more plausible. Human languages are 

tools. Tools to solve the twin problems of communication and social cohesion. 

Tools shaped by the distinctive pressures of their cultural niches – pressures that 

include cultural values and history and which in many cases account in many cases 

for the similarities and differences between languages.” (Daniel L. Everett )



• Be aware that social science is often a cultural endeavor. 

• Different models of what it means to be human

• Acceptance of historical and cultural difference

• Learning from cultures on how to do things differently

• Overcoming the Self 



Beyond Individualism
a. Network Society

b. Algorithmic support

c. The Asian Century 


