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Winter School 2025 o

Current Challenges for the EU: Migrations,
Latin America and Climate Change

3-7 February 2025 | Universidad Complutense de Madrid

The School is designed to be a dynamic and reflective space to explore crucial issues such as immigration
and asylum, climate change and the relations between the EU and Latin America. Through a five-day
intensive problem-solving exercise and with a multidisciplinary approach, the Winter School programme
aims to raise awareness and promote dialogue on these global challenges. Under the guidance of
academics and practitioners, students will analyse current policy outcomes and develop
recommendations to address pressing challenges such as the complexities of implementing the new EU
Pact on Immigration and Asylum; the technological and financial uncertainties linked to the EU's climate
change agenda, and the impact on the European Union of economic and political instability across
numerous Latin American countries.

After an opening day, the students will attend lectures and panel discussions on the key issues
addressed. The analysis will be carried out both through the formation of working groups with the
participating students, and through roundtable discussions with leading experts. In particular, there will
be three roundtable discussions with panels of experts, one for each of the three main themes of the WS.
This activity will significantly enhance the quality of our education, research and outreach through
interdisciplinary and multicultural collaboration.

By bringing together students and academics from different European universities, the School will
promote collaborative work and peer learning, facilitating the exchange of best practice and pedagogical
innovation. The combination of theoretical and practical approaches to critical issues such as migration,
climate change and Latin American relations will enrich both teaching and research. Moreover, the focus
on relevant contemporary problems will strengthen our social impact and promote active engagementin
addressing global and European challenges. This collaborative environment will also set new standards
of quality and create opportunities for future projects and strategic alliances.

The Winter School offers an interdisciplinary approach, allowing students to explore complex issues from
different perspectives (political, economic, social, environmental). Students will combine plenary lectures
and group work with a variety of social events and excursions in Madrid, such as cultural visits and
guided tours of emblematic areas of the city.
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Working Groups and Round Tables

The Una Europa Europe and the World Winter School “Current Challenges for the EU: Migrations, Latin
America and Climate Change” will take place from 3-7 February 2025, with an introductory online session
on January 31. The contents and structure of that session will be communicated to all students in
advance.

General objectives of the Winter School:

« Strengthen the BAES programme of the Una Europa Alliance.
« Strengthen collaboration between BAES programme participants.
» Value the importance of transdisciplinarity and collaboration in scientific research.

Specific academic objectives of the Winter School:

» Reflect on how the EU's New Pact on Immigration and Asylum could strengthen the European migration
regime. Assess the main difficulties in implementing the EU's New Pact on Immigration and Asylum with
regard to the governance of international migration.

» Reflect on the complex challenges facing Latin America, such as economic and social inequality, high
levels of corruption, a gradual increase in political instability and growing populism. Assess how these
problems can hinder sustainable development in the region and to what extent the EU's relations with
Latin America can contribute to overcoming these challenges.

» Assess the ambitious climate and energy targets set by the EU for 2030 and the ongoing discussion on
Europe's competitive position in relation to other parts of the world. Analyse the main regulatory and
technological challenges facing the decarbonisation process in the European Union

Contents and dynamics of Working Groups:

After a Welcome Session (Monday 3, 10:00-11:00), students will be divided into three Working Groups
(WGs), one for each of the three themes: Migration, Latin America and Climate Change. Students have
been previously distributed in these three groups according to the preferences revealed in a previous
online survey. The first WG session, on Monday 3 (11:30-13:00), will be a Lecture outlining the policy
landscape and the main challenges facing the topic in the corresponding Working Group. Subsequently,
smaller working groups are formed in each working group, with 4-5 students each. Each WG will work on
a case or issue presented by the teacher, in the general context of the working group's topic. The
remaining four sessions of the WGs will be devoted to developing the case and preparing a presentation,
always with the assistance of the teachers. The final session (Friday 7, 9:30- 11:30) will bring together all
the students of the three WGs to share the main conclusions drawn from the work developed and the
experiences from the Round Tables. In the first part of this final session, each WG will present the
conclusions on the work developed, with a time limit of 5 minutes.

Contents of the Round Tables:

The new European Commission and the European Parliament have an intense agenda to accomplish in
the next five years. The aim of the Round Tables is to analyse and debate three issues on this agenda with
profound political and economic repercussions: the immigration and asylum pact, relations with Latin
America and the European agenda on climate change.
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Panels

Panel 1: EU and Latin America (Wednesday 5 February, 15:30-17:00)

Political, economic and cultural between Latin America and the European Union have been subject to a
series of political and economic turbulences. Many Latin American countries are currently facing a
number of complex challenges, including economic and social inequality, high levels of perceived
corruption in many countries, as well as a gradual increase in political instability and growing populism.
These problems can hinder sustainable development in the region and have already generated tensions
and conflicts that require comprehensive and collaborative solutions. This panel will discuss the
importance of these challenges, as well as the relevance of the EU's relations with Latin Americain
overcoming challenges and moving towards a more prosperous and equitable future.

Panel 2: After the new pact on immigration and asylum (Thursday 6 February, 9:30-11:00)

On 20 December 2023 the Council and the European Parliament reached agreement on the New Pact on
Immigration and Asylum. The New Pact proposes the creation of a comprehensive common European
framework for migration and asylum management to make asylum, return and border procedures more
efficient and flexible. The New Pact also establishes a new solidarity mechanism to ensure that the
majority of asylum claims do not fall on a few countries, with clear rules on responsibility for asylum
claims. In view of the Pact's implementation process, the aim of the roundtable is to analyse i) how the
Pact could strengthen the European migration regime and ii) what are the main difficulties in
implementing the New Pact in terms of international migration governance.

Panel 3: The European Agenda for the fight against Climate Change (Thursday 6
February, 16:00-17:30)

The European Union faces an intense agenda of regulatory changes to advance the decarbonisation
process. Many of these changes are related to meeting the 2030 targets and setting new targets for
2040. The purpose of the expert panel is to analyse and discuss these challenges, in a context of
technological uncertainties, increased competition and growing social resistance. Special attention is to
be paid to three specific topics: finance, technologies and competitiveness. In terms of financing, it
should be emphasised that the energy transition process, understood as the set of transformations in
energy generation and consumption leading to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, requires
large, mostly private, investments by companies and households. As is known, the EU is providing
significant support through the NextGeneration programme, but this will end in 2026. The roundtable will
also address the ambitious targets set by the EU for the deployment of new energy carriers, such as
renewable hydrogen, and the likelihood of meeting these targets. Finally, the roundtable will assess the
competitive position of the EU vis-a-vis other regions, especially the US and China, in relation to
different components of the energy transition.
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Final Programme

Date Schedule
Friday

09:30 - 12:00 Online session
31 January

Monday 09:30 - 10:00 Registration | UCM Faculty of Law

3 February 10:00 - 11:00 Welcome Session | UCM Faculty of Law

11:00 - 11:30 Coffee break | Cafeteria

11:30 - 13:00 Working Groups: Lecture | UCM Faculty of Law

13:00 - 15:00 Lunch (Faculty Cafeteria) and transport (own means)
15:00 - 18:00 Understanding City Life | A visit to Madrid city centre *

Tuesda
4 09:30 - 11:00 Working Groups: Session 1 | UCM Faculty of Law

4 February 11:00 - 11:30 Coffee break | Cafeteria

11:30 - 13:00 Working Groups: Session 2 | UCM Faculty of Law
13:00 - 15:00 Lunch (Faculty Cafeteria) and transport (own means)
15:00- 17:00 Cultural visit: Museo del Prado.

Wednesday

09:30 - 11:00 Working Groups: Session 3 | UCM Faculty of Law
5 February & P /

11:00 - 11:30 Coffee break | Cafeteria

11:30 - 13:00 Working Groups: Session 4 | UCM Faculty of Law
13:00 - 15:30 Lunch I Faculty Cafeteria

15:30 - 17:30 Panel 1: EU and Latin America | | UCM Faculty of Law
17:30 - 19:30 Treasure Hunt **

Thursday 09:30 - 11:00 Panel 2: After the new pact on inmigration and asylum | Casa
6 February Arabe

11:00 - 12:15 Coffee break (own means) and transport (own means)
12:15-14:00 Cultural visit 1 Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia
14:00 - 16:00 Lunch and transport | Own means

16:00 - 17:30 Panel 3: The European Agenda for the fight against Climate
Change | CaixaBank Auditorium

Friday 09:30 - 11:30 General Assembly and Conclusions | UCM Faculty of Law
( February 11:30 - 12:00 Farewell Coffee

* With the support of the Research Group on Urban Sociology
** Organised by the Una Europa UCM Student Local Task Force
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Participants

Welcome Session

With the participation of the Vice-Rector for International Relations and Cooperation (UCM) and the
Dean of the Faculty of Law (UCM)

Panel 1: EU and Latin America

Participants:
¢ Luis Elizondo Belden. Office of the Secretary for the Iberoamerican Cooperation (SEGIB)
e Laura Oroz Uribarri. Head of cooperation with Latin America and the Caribbean, Spanish Agency for
Cooperation and Development
e Jose Antonio Sanahuja. Professor of International Relations, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

Moderator:
Maria Luisa Ramos Rolldn. Associate professor of Political Science, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

Panel 2: After the new pact on immigration and asylum

Participants:
e Berta Alvarez-Miranda. Associate Professor of Sociology - Universidad Complutense de Madrid and
Research Group on International Migrations
e Ruth Ferrero Turrién. Associate Professor of Political Science - Universidad Complutense de Madrid
and Research Group on International Migration
e Amparo Gonzélez-Ferrer. Senior Researcher of CCHS-CSIC. Deputy General Director for the
Management of Reception Itineraries - Ministry of Inclusion Social Security and Migration

Moderator:
Claudia Finotelli. Associate Professor of Sociology at Universidad Complutense de Madrid and Research
Group on International Migrations

Panel 3: The European Agenda for the fight against Climate Change

Participants:
e | eonor Echevarria. Head of European Public Affairs, CaixaBank
¢ Keiran Linsell Bowtell. Climate Change and Energy Attaché in British Embassy (Madrid)
e Miguel Mufioz Rodriguez. Head of Climate Policies and Alliances, Iberdrola

Moderator:
Diego Rodriguez, Professor of Economics at Universidad Complutense de Madrid and Research

Associate at Fedean.

Co-funded by
the European Union

| ] \>

a4

KU LEUVEN Y JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY
ALMA MATER STUDIORUM ‘ - IN KRAKOW

UNIVERSITA DI BOLOGNA




Teaching Staff

ua \‘r UNIVERSIDAD
ouopa ) | &) COMPLOTENSE

Valentina Benincasa, Ph.D. student in Social Anthropology, UCM.

Maria Carvalho Cavalcanti Martins. Doctoral Researcher in Leuven International and
European Studies Institute, KU Leuven.

Claudia Finotelli. Associate Professor of Sociology at UCM and Research Group on
International Migrations.

Joanna Orzechowska-Waclawska. Assistant Professor at the Institute of European
Studies, Jagiellonian University in Krakow.

Maria Luisa Ramos Rollén. Associate professor of Political Science and ICEI
Researcher, UCM.

Kolja Rauben. Assistant Professor for European Studies and Senior Researcher,
Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, KU Leuven.

Diego Rodriguez Rodriguez. Professor of Applied Economics at UCM and Associate
Researcher at Fedea.

Xira Ruiz Campillo. Universidad Complutense de Madrid.

Angela Santese. Senior assistant professor, Universita di Bologna.

Cultural visit (Madrid center):
» Margarita Baranano Cid, Associate Professor of Sociology at UCM.
e Andrés Walliser, Associate Professor of Sociology at UCM.

Coordinators

e Universidad Complutense de Madrid: Diego Rodriguez

o Uniwersytet Jagielloriski w Krakowie: I1zabela Nawrot-Adamczyk
e KU Leuven: Olha Skrypal

o Alma Mater Studiorum - Universita di Bologna: Carmelo Danisi

Local organizers (UCM)

Luis Antonio Anguita Villanueva (Faculty of Law)
Claudia Finotelli (Faculty of Political Science and Sociology)
Diego Rodriguez Rodriguez (Faculty of Economics and Business)

Locations

Faculty of Law (UCM). Metro station: Ciudad Universitaria, Line 6.

Casa Arabe. Metro station: Retiro, Line 2.

CaixaBank auditorium. Metro station: Plaza de Castilla, Lines 1, 9 and 10.

Museo del Prado. Metro stations: Banco de Espania, Line 2; Estacion del Arte, Line 1

Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia. Metro station: Estacion del Arte, Line 1
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/iLEq7nZChqYrcwYt8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/meskAwsFAgtvrHzV9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/oHxofVEsxv6fJHfu9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Fs1g436tK5itcYsc8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/TXd1u8Gw7eSAiv2y7

