
 
 

Call for Tender 
 

“International Award 2015 – Innovative Ideas and Technologies on Agribusiness” 
UNIDO ITPO Italy & National Research Council – EXPO Milano 2015 

 
 
Introduction 
 
The international call for tender is aimed at identifying “Innovative Ideas and Technologies in Agribusiness” that 
could lead to social and economic improvements if or when implemented in Developing Countries (DCs). 
The tender offers an opportunity at international level to highlight and promote new solutions to upgrade food security 
and safety requirements in DCs while creating links with the business world to establish positive synergies with the 
opportunity to submit the project to potential venture capital in the UNIDO network. 
The initiative is promoted by UNIDO ITPO Italy, Investment and Technology Promotion Office of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization, in collaboration with the National Research Council (Consiglio Nazionale Delle 
Ricerche – CNR). 
 
Applications must be received by 30th June, 2015 at http://www.unido.it/award2015/form/registration.php  
 
The award ceremony will be held on 26th August 2015 in EXPO Milan 2015 under the patronage of the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. 
 
 
Objective of the Tender 
 
The tender has the objective to scout, classify, select and promote the best innovative ideas and technologies relative to 
the themes of EXPO Milan 2015 – developed by start-ups, businesses, and research centers – that could be successfully 
applied in Developing Countries (DCs). 
Specifically, priority will be given to the following themes: 
 

• Technologies for the improvement of the harvest, processing, conservation and packaging of food 
products; 

• Technologies and innovative ideas for the valorization of agricultural products of small agricultural 
communities; 

• Innovative solutions for the logistics management and access to international markets of agricultural 
products of DCs; 

• Technologies and innovative solutions for the improvement of life conditions of workers in the 
agricultural and similar sectors in DCs; 

• Technologies and instruments for the development and qualification of a local market for food and 
agricultural goods and products; 

• Innovative solutions linked to the environmental technologies for the waste treatment and technologies 
for the production of energy from alternative sources for agricultural use and potable water production 
for human and zoo technical use, as well as irrigation. 
 

The tender seeks to create a virtuous circle of connections between the private, academic, financial, and institutional 
world of the countries participating in EXPO Milan 2015. Furthermore, it offers the possibility to the selected applicants 
to present their own technologies directly to the DCs’ institutions represented at the event, in addition to potentially 
interested financial entities. 
 



 
Admissible Candidates 
 
The proposal submitted by participants to the tender must be from applicants belonging to the following categories: 
 

• Micro, small, medium, and large enterprises; 
• Start-ups operating in sectors linked to the tender; 
• Research centers, incubators, university spin-offs, and academic entities; 
• Public-private partnerships; 
• Associations, business consortia and networks, NGOs, as well as public and private foundations linked 

to the business world. 
 

The joint participation of candidates belonging to different admissible categories, with the adequate indication of the 
leading applicants, will represent an added value to the project. Belonging to a team will have to be a well-motivated 
decision. 
Moreover, the participants will be divided into two categories of the contest. The first will involve those applicants who 
will present already existing technologies that are ready to be implemented. The second, instead, will involve totally 
innovative technologies and ideas that still have to be developed. 
Participation to the initiative is free of charge. 
 
 
Submission of Applications 
 
The applications will have to be submitted through the online form available in this website, no later than June 30st, 
2015 at http://www.unido.it/award2015/form/registration.php 
 
Each participant can submit a maximum of 3 applications. A larger submission of proposals would lead to the exclusion 
of extra applications based on the order in which they are received. 
 
 
Admission Criteria 
 
The applications sent by admissible candidates will be submitted to an initial screening phase and will be considered 
only if complete in all their parts and coherent with the tender’s objectives and themes. 
The admissible proposals, following a verification of the feasibility and credibility requirements of the proposal, will 
enter the evaluation process. 
UNIDO ITPO Italy will send a private communication within July 14, 2015 in relation to the good result of the 
admission process. 
 
 
Evaluation Criteria 
 
The proposals considered as admissible will subsequently be evaluated by an ad hoc jury. 
The jury in charge of the evaluation and selection of the best innovative technologies and ideas will be composed 
of representatives of international institutions, Developing Countries’ institutions, research centers, and financial 
entities. 
 
All competitors will be informed about the decisions of the jury. The designation of the winning proposals will be 
expressed in a collegial way, and the judgment will be considered final. 
The name of the President and members of the jury will be announced later. 
The evaluation of the proposals will be based on the following criteria, to which the maximum percentages indicated 
below will be associated: 
 
Economic and social relevance and innovation of the proposal 40% 
Environmental and economic long-term sustainability 25% 
Actual possibility to be reproduced and extended in different contexts 20% 
Expected occupational return 10% 
Applicants’ financial involvement 5% 
 



The evaluation process, carried out by the jury on the basis of the above-mentioned percentages, will be cumulative and 
in line with the highest ethical standards. 
The absence of the participants’ conflict of interest, the process’ transparency and tracking, certifications obtained from 
recognized organs, and motivations of merit identified by the jury will be considered as key elements in the evaluation 
process. 
The organizers have the faculty to request additional documents and/or clarifications to complement the candidature, if 
deemed necessary. 
 
 
Award Ceremony 
 
UNIDO will offer to the winners a complete project assessment based on the COMFAR (Computer Model for 
Feasibility Analysis and Reporting) a software application developed by UNIDO for the analysis and appraisal of 
investment projects in any business sector. The main module of the programme accepts financial and economic data, 
produces financial and economic statements and graphical displays and calculates measures of performance. 
 
Moreover, UNIDO will undertake the following services: 
 

• Presentation of the winning proposals to financial entities and venture capital potentially interested; 
• Promotion of the winning proposals to Developing Countries’ institutions and stakeholders, to ensure the 

maximum visibility to the projects; 
• Organization of workshops with the representatives of Developing Countries’ governments for the presentation 

of the selected technologies/ideas; 
• Realization of ad hoc promotion material to share through the UNIDO network. 

 
All the most interesting proposals, upon the applicants’ consensus, will be available online on the website of UNIDO 
ITPO Italy (www.unido.it) in a specific section devoted to the award. 
 
The organizers have also planned special mentions for the best proposals from the following categories: 
 

• Young (under 35yr) 
• Women 

 
Winners will be contacted by the organizers and invited to the award ceremony that will take place on August 26, 
2015 at Cascina Triulza within EXPO Milan 2015, in the framework of an event under the Patronage of the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. In the same occasion, the winners will have the opportunity 
to present their proposals to a selected audience. 
 
Finally, the winners will also be invited to present their proposal at the “Science Festival” to be held in October 2015 
in Italy within the framework of the event “Smart Cup Liguria”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
Mr. Andrea Carapellese 
UNIDO ITPO Italy 
a.carapellese@unido.org  
www.unido.it/award2015  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


